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Report description:

Corn Starch Market Analysis

The Global Corn Starch Market stands at USD 28.79 billion in 2025 and is projected to reach USD 39.09 billion by 2030, growing at
a CAGR of 6.31%. This robust growth trajectory reflects corn starch's expanding applications beyond traditional food sectors into
pharmaceuticals, personal care, and sustainable packaging solutions. Corn starch is widely used in different industries. The paper
industry utilizes corn starch as filler and sizing materials. It also finds application in textiles, laundry, foundry, air flotation, oil-well
drilling, and adhesives. While much of starch is employed in its natural form, it is also easily converted to other forms. Most corn
starch is made into starch syrups, and the balance is made up of native and modified starches. The factors that contribute to the
demand for starch are population growth and industrial development of a country, including food and beverage, textiles, paper
and printing, pharmaceuticals and other health and beauty products, and adhesives.

Global Corn Starch Market Trends and Insights

Growing Demand for Clean Label Products to Fuel Native Corn Starch Demand

Native corn starch demand is increasing as 79% of global consumers prefer recognizable ingredients in their food products,
according to the Ingredion report from 2024. Food manufacturers are responding by reformulating products with native corn
starch to replace chemically modified ingredients. This transition aligns with consumer preferences for transparent ingredient
labels and natural food components. Native corn starch offers manufacturers a versatile ingredient that meets both functional
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requirements and consumer expectations for clean label products. The ingredient's widespread recognition and acceptance
among consumers make it an attractive option for food companies seeking to maintain product quality while addressing clean
label demands. Leading companies are responding with innovative solutions, as evidenced by Ingredion's launch of NOVATION
Indulge 2940 in February 2024, a functional native corn starch that provides gelling and improved mouthfeel capabilities while
maintaining clean label status. The trend extends beyond food applications, with the personal care sector increasingly
incorporating native corn starch in formulations to appeal to environmentally conscious consumers seeking natural alternatives to
synthetic ingredients.

High Demand for Gluten-Free and Allergen-Free Binders in Processed Food

The global gluten-free products market growth has increased the demand for corn starch as a binding agent. Corn starch,
naturally gluten-free, serves as a key ingredient in alternative bakery products, providing structure and texture. The versatility of
corn starch makes it suitable for various gluten-free applications, including bread, pastries, and pasta products. Research and
development efforts have enhanced corn starch functionality in gluten-free applications, with modified variants delivering
improved stability and texture similar to wheat-based products. Food manufacturers are incorporating different corn starch
formulations to achieve specific product characteristics, from crispy coatings to smooth sauces. This trend is significant in
developed markets where consumers prioritize allergen-free options and accept higher prices. The increasing availability of corn
starch-based products in retail channels and the growing adoption by food service establishments further support market
expansion.

Fluctuating Corn Prices Impact Market Dynamics

The corn starch industry faces significant challenges from volatile raw material prices, with corn price fluctuations directly
impacting production costs and market stability. Recent data from the U.S. Department of Agriculture indicates that corn prices
experienced substantial volatility in 2024, affecting manufacturers' ability to maintain consistent pricing. Raw material price
volatility is intensified by weather disruptions from climate change, changes in agricultural policies, and geopolitical tensions that
affect global trade. These factors create significant supply chain uncertainties and price fluctuations in the market. Small
manufacturers face particular challenges due to limited hedging capabilities, which may result in industry consolidation. The
inability to absorb price shocks and maintain consistent profit margins puts these companies at a competitive disadvantage. Large
companies are managing these risks through vertical integration, establishing long-term supplier agreements, diversifying their
geographic sourcing, and researching alternative starch sources to reduce corn dependency. This comprehensive risk
management approach helps them maintain operational stability and protect against market uncertainties.

Other drivers and restraints analyzed in the detailed report include:

Pharmaceutical Sectors Shift Toward Natural Excipients Fuels Corn Starch Adoption / Use of Modified Corn Starch as a
Fat-Replacer Gain Popularity in Low-Calorie Products / Challenges in Native Starch Storage and Functionality / 

For complete list of drivers and restraints, kindly check the Table Of Contents.

Segment Analysis

Native corn starch currently holds 55.55% of the market share in 2024, driven by its natural appeal and alignment with clean label
trends. This dominance reflects consumer preference for minimally processed ingredients, particularly in premium food segments
where transparency is paramount. Leading manufacturers like Cargill have capitalized on this trend with products such as
SimPure, a waxy corn-based starch designed for culinary applications that offers comparable viscosity to modified starches while
maintaining a clean label status.
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Modified corn starch, while currently holding a smaller market share, is growing at a faster rate with a 6.26% CAGR from
2025-2030. This growth is fueled by its enhanced functionality in challenging processing conditions, addressing the limitations of
native starch in applications requiring stability under extreme temperatures, pH variations, and mechanical shear. Recent
innovations include cross-linked starches that significantly improve texture, shelf life, and processing stability in products like
sauces, gravies, and baked goods. The segment is further diversifying with specialized variants such as pregelatinized starch for
instant viscosity and cationic starch for improved adhesion in paper manufacturing, expanding its application potential beyond
traditional food uses.

The Corn Starch Market Report Segments the Industry Into Type (Native Starch, Modified Starch), Application (Food and Beverage,
Pharmaceuticals, Personal Care and Cosmetics, Animal Feed, Paper and Corrugating, and Others), and Geography (North America,
Europe, Asia-Pacific, South America, Middle East and Africa). The Market Forecasts are Provided in Terms of Value (USD).

Geography Analysis

North America holds 32.88% of the corn starch market share in 2024, maintaining its position as the market leader. This
dominance stems from the region's status as the world's largest corn producer and processor, supported by sophisticated
processing facilities and extensive research capabilities. According to Statistics Canada data from 2024, 639 corn farming
businesses were active in Quebec, Canada 2024. The market benefits from high consumption of processed foods, where corn
starch is essential in food and beverage applications. The region's manufacturers are expanding their product portfolios to include
non-GMO and organic corn starch variants in response to consumer preferences for clean-label products. Major industry players,
including Cargill, ADM, and Ingredion, strengthen the market through continuous investments in capacity expansion and product
development.

Asia-Pacific demonstrates the highest growth rate at 5.89% CAGR during 2025-2030, propelled by industrial expansion, urban
development, and growth in food processing. China dominates the regional market as a primary producer and consumer, with
substantial usage across the food, paper, and textile sectors. India shows significant market expansion due to growth in food
processing and pharmaceutical industries, complemented by rising consumer spending on processed foods. The region benefits
from the relocation of manufacturing operations from Western nations, creating additional demand for industrial starch
applications.

Europe maintains a strong market position with high demand for specialty and clean-label corn starch products. The region's strict
GMO regulations drive the need for certified non-GMO corn starch, particularly in food production. European markets also
demonstrate increased demand for corn starch in biodegradable packaging applications. The Middle East and Africa region,
despite its smaller market share, exhibits growth potential driven by urbanization, evolving food preferences, and expanding food
processing industries. The region's dependence on imports presents opportunities for international companies to establish local
production facilities.

List of Companies Covered in this Report:

 Archer Daniels Midland Co. /  Cargill Inc. /  Ingredion Inc. /  Tate & Lyle PLC /  Roquette Freres /  Sudzucker (BENEO) /  Avebe U.A. /
 AGRANA Beteiligungs-AG /  Tereos S.A. /  Grain Processing Corporation /  Manildra Group /  Japan Corn Starch Co. Ltd /  Oriental
Yeast Co. Ltd /  Anora Group PLC /  Kent Nutrition Group Inc. /  BASF SE /  DSM-Firmenich NV /  Angel Starch & Food Pvt Ltd / 
Gulshan Polyols Ltd /  Universal Starch-Chem Allied Ltd /  

Additional Benefits:
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<ul>  The market estimate (ME) sheet in Excel format  / 
 3 months of analyst support  /  </ul>
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