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Report description:

Market Overview

India Azithromycin Market was valued at USD 85.81 Million in 2024 and is expected to reach USD 121.76 Million by 2030, growing
with a CAGR of 6.11% in the forecast period.

The azithromycin market in India holds a vital position within the country's broader pharmaceutical landscape, driven by its
extensive use as a macrolide antibiotic to treat a range of bacterial infections. Azithromycin is commonly prescribed for
respiratory infections, skin infections, ear infections, and sexually transmitted diseases. Its effectiveness, broad-spectrum action,
and favorable dosing schedule have contributed to its popularity among healthcare professionals and patients alike. In India, the
demand for azithromycin has remained stable, with periodic surges during seasonal outbreaks of respiratory illnesses.

The accessibility and affordability of generic azithromycin, manufactured by numerous domestic pharmaceutical companies, have
played a significant role in ensuring widespread availability across urban and rural regions. The drug's inclusion in various public
health initiatives and state-level treatment protocols has further supported its uptake.

The Indian pharmaceutical industry's strong formulation and manufacturing capabilities have positioned it as a major producer
and exporter of azithromycin globally. This export potential also supports the domestic market by encouraging high-volume



production and competition, helping maintain competitive pricing. Regulatory support, growing awareness about antibiotic
stewardship, and the increasing penetration of healthcare infrastructure in tier Il and tier Il cities continue to shape market
dynamics.

However, the threat of antibiotic resistance presents a notable challenge, emphasizing the need for responsible usage and
prescription oversight. Therefore, the Indian azithromycin market is expected to evolve in line with public health trends,
healthcare access improvements, and policy initiatives, with continued emphasis on balancing affordability, accessibility, and
rational usage.

Key Market Drivers

High Burden of Infectious Diseases

India continues to face a high burden of infectious diseases, which significantly drives the demand for antibiotics like
azithromycin. Respiratory tract infections, diarrheal diseases, skin infections, and sexually transmitted infections remain prevalent
across both urban and rural populations. These infections are often exacerbated by overcrowding, poor sanitation, inadequate
access to clean water, and variable healthcare infrastructure.

According to national health data, acute respiratory infections account for over 65 million cases annually in India, making them
one of the leading causes of outpatient consultations and hospital admissions. These infections, often bacterial in nature, are
commonly treated with azithromycin due to its broad-spectrum activity and convenient dosage regimen. The drug's effectiveness
in treating conditions such as bronchitis, pharyngitis, and community-acquired pneumonia makes it a critical part of standard
treatment protocols, especially during seasonal surges. Also, diarrheal diseases remain a significant public health challenge, with
more than 100 million cases reported each year. In many instances, these are bacterial and may require antibiotic intervention,
particularly in vulnerable populations such as children and the elderly. Azithromycin is frequently prescribed for bacterial
gastroenteritis, contributing to its widespread use.

The persistently high rates of infectious diseases create a consistent need for reliable, accessible antibiotic treatments.
Azithromycin, owing to its efficacy, affordability, and availability in various formulations, is well-positioned to meet this need. With
ongoing health challenges and rising awareness about infectious disease management, the demand for azithromycin in India is
expected to remain robust across both public and private healthcare settings.

Key Market Challenges

Antibiotic Resistance

Antibiotic resistance poses a critical threat to the effectiveness of azithromycin in India. Widespread misuse and overuse of this
antibiotic have contributed significantly to the development of resistant bacterial strains, diminishing its ability to treat common
infections. In many regions, azithromycin is easily accessible without a prescription, leading to self-medication and inappropriate
dosing. This behavior promotes bacterial adaptation and resistance, undermining public health outcomes. India has one of the
highest rates of antibiotic consumption globally, with an estimated 10.7 units of antibiotics used per person per year, significantly
higher than the global average. A large portion of this usage includes azithromycin, especially in treating respiratory and
gastrointestinal infections. The excessive reliance on this single class of antibiotics has created an environment where resistance
is spreading rapidly, especially in urban areas with dense populations and poor infection control practices.

Recent surveillance reports indicate that **over 30% of Streptococcus pneumoniae isolates** in India have shown resistance to
macrolides like azithromycin. This is alarming, as these bacteria are major causes of pneumonia and other respiratory infections
commonly treated with azithromycin. As resistance grows, the need for alternative antibiotics increases, often requiring more
expensive or intravenous therapies, which are less accessible in low-resource settings. The growing resistance to azithromycin not
only threatens individual treatment outcomes but also places additional strain on the healthcare system. Without urgent action in
promoting rational antibiotic use, improving diagnostics, and enforcing prescription regulations, the effectiveness of azithromycin
in India may continue to decline.

Key Market Trends

Shift Toward Prescription-Based Sales

The shift toward prescription-based sales of azithromycin in India is a growing trend shaped by regulatory efforts to curb antibiotic
misuse. Azithromycin, a commonly used macrolide antibiotic, has long been available over the counter in many parts of the
country. However, increasing awareness of the dangers of antibiotic resistance has pushed authorities to enforce stricter



dispensing practices.

Regulatory frameworks now require antibiotics like azithromycin to be sold only against a valid prescription under Schedule H1
rules. Despite the policy, enforcement across regions has been uneven. Urban pharmacies in some states have begun showing
better compliance, with a marked reduction in over-the-counter antibiotic sales. In certain cities, the percentage of pharmacies
demanding prescriptions before dispensing azithromycin has doubled over the past five years. This indicates a positive trend
toward adherence to regulatory norms.

Rural areas, however, still face challenges due to limited access to qualified healthcare professionals and patient dependence on
pharmacists for medical advice. In these regions, a high proportion of antibiotic sales continue to happen without prescriptions.
Still, awareness campaigns and pharmacist training initiatives are gradually shifting this behavior. Many pharmacists are now
more cautious, with a noticeable drop in non-prescription sales of restricted antibiotics. The trend toward prescription-based
access aims to protect the long-term efficacy of antibiotics like azithromycin. With ongoing policy implementation, public
education, and monitoring, India is moving closer to aligning antibiotic dispensing with global standards. This shift is essential for
combating resistance and preserving effective treatment options for future generations.

Key Market Players

-[JPfizer Limited

-JLupin Limited

-JAurobindo Pharma Limited

-JAlembic Pharmaceuticals

-[Jubilant Life Sciences Limited

-JSandoz Private Limited

-JCentury Pharmaceuticals Limited

-Oinfinity Laboratories Pvt. Ltd.

-[JFarmachem Life Pvt Ltd.

-JEnvee Drugs Pvt. Ltd

Report Scope:

In this report, the India Azithromycin Market has been segmented into the following categories, in addition to the industry trends
which have also been detailed below:

-fIindia Azithromycin Market, By Source:

0 In-house

o Contract Manufacturing Organizations

-JIndia Azithromycin Market, By Form:

0 Tablet

o Powder

o Solution/Drops

-Oindia Azithromycin Market, By Route of Administration:

o Oral

0 Injectable

0 Ophthalmic

-Oindia Azithromycin Market, By Distribution Channel:

o Online

o Offline

-findia Azithromycin Market, By Application:

0 Middle Ear Infections

Strep Throat

Pneumonia

Travelers Diarrhea

Sexually Transmitted Infections

o O O o



0 Others

-Oindia Azithromycin Market, By End User:

0 Adult

0 Pediatric

-findia Azithromycin Market, By Region:

o North India

o EastIndia

0 West India

0 South India

Competitive Landscape

Company Profiles: Detailed analysis of the major companies present in the India Azithromycin Market.
Available Customizations:

India Azithromycin Market report with the given market data, TechSci Research offers customizations according to a company's
specific needs. The following customization options are available for the report:

Company Information

-[Detailed analysis and profiling of additional market players (up to five).
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