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Report description:

The global stearyl alcohol market value reached around USD 7.74 Billion in 2024 due to growth of the fatty alcohol industry. Its
application as an emulsion stabiliser in pharmaceuticals and food products is also driving market growth. As a result, the industry
is expected to grow at a CAGR of 3.70% during the forecast period of 2025-2034 to attain a value of USD 11.13 Billion by 2034.
The rising consumer preference for natural and plant-based ingredients also boosts demand for stearyl alcohol.

Stearyl Alcohol Market Growth

Stearyl alcohol is a long-chain fatty alcohol which is white in appearance. It is a white waxy solid with a faint odour, primarily
consisting of n-octadecanol. It is commonly found in a wide variety of skincare and cosmetic products. Stearyl alcohol is mainly
derived from vegetable oils like coconut and palm kernel oils, which are converted to alcohol and subsequently distilled and
hydrogenated into stearyl alcohol. However, alternative synthetic routes are also available to yield fatty alcohols, which may be
structurally identical or like the naturally derived alcohols.

Stearyl alcohol has emollient properties, and it can also function as an emulsifier and thickener in several products, which
increases the stearyl alcohol market value. Stearyl alcohol helps form emulsions and prevents an emulsion from separating into
its oil and liquid components. It also limits the tendency of finished products to generate foam when shaken. It is used in
shampoos and hair care products owing to its conditioning properties. When used in the formulation of skincare products, it acts
as a lubricant on the skin's surface, which provides the skin with a soft, smooth appearance. Further, stearyl alcohol is one of the
most promising fatty alcohols to be consumed for food applications as an oil-structuring agent. These factors are expected to
influence the growth of the market positively.

Key Trends and Developments
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Consumer preference for plant-derived ingredients, shift towards sourcing stearyl alcohol from renewable resources, and
innovations in formulation technologies are the key trends propelling the market growth.

November 2024

Sasol Chemicals announced the launch of NACOL 18-98, a palm-free, biobased stearyl alcohol solution specifically designed for
the personal care industry. This innovative product is made exclusively from segregated rapeseed oil. This launch aligns with the
increasing consumer demand for plant-derived products that are not only effective but also ethically sourced.

July 2022

AVYA Skincare launched three new products in its Hydroveda collection, inspired by nature to restore balance between body,
mind, spirit, and environment. The collection includes the Daily Detox Clay Mask, Daily Milk Cleanser, and Hydroveda Sheer Tinted
Moisturizer SPF 40, all containing stearyl alcohol in their INCI list. This ingredient acts as an emollient and emulsifier.

January 2022

Acme-Hardesty, a division of Jacob Stern & Sons Inc., announced a partnership with Green Mountain Biotech to provide
high-quality natural ingredients for the personal care industry in the U.S. market. This collaboration aims to meet the growing
consumer demand for natural and organic products, including stearyl alcohol derived from sustainable sources like palm oil and
coconut oil.

October 2021

Kao Corporation has been focusing on expanding its oleochemical business, which includes stearyl alcohol sourced from
renewable materials. They appointed Chemsynergy to operate their oleochemical business in Europe, emphasising their
commitment to sustainable practices and the use of plant-derived ingredients in their formulations.

Sustainability and Eco-Friendly Products

There is a growing consumer preference for natural and plant-derived ingredients in personal care and cosmetic products. This
trend of stearyl alcohol market is driving manufacturers to focus on eco-friendly formulations of stearyl alcohol, which aligns with
the increasing demand for sustainable practices in the beauty industry. For instance, Sasol Chemicals developed a NACOL 18-98,
biobased stearyl alcohol solution, addressing concerns about deforestation associated with palm oil production. It complies with
the European Union Deforestation Regulation (EUDR), which mandates that imported palm oil must not be sourced from
deforested land. Moreover, the startup Olivatis has developed PEG-free, natural emulsifiers that meet the growing demand for
sustainable and safe ingredients in cosmetics. Their formulations are based on olive oil and vegetable sources, aligning with
consumer preferences for products that minimise ecological impact while ensuring high performance.

Increased Focus on Plant-Derived Ingredients

There is a significant shift towards sourcing stearyl alcohol from natural and renewable resources, such as coconut and palm oil.
As per the stearyl alcohol industry analysis, this trend is driven by consumer demand for clean-label products that are perceived
as safer and more environmentally friendly. Companies are investing in sustainable supply chains to ensure the availability of
plant-derived stearyl alcohol, which enhances their product offerings in the cosmetics and personal care sectors. CREMER OLEO
announced that its fatty alcohols, including stearyl alcohol, are exclusively produced from 100% vegetable oils. This commitment
to natural sourcing aligns with the increasing demand for eco-friendly ingredients in cosmetics and personal care products,
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reinforcing their position as a sustainable supplier in the market. Additionally, Naturallythinking has highlighted that their stearyl
alcohol is derived from vegetable sources, promoting its use as a thickener in cosmetic products.

Innovations in Formulations

The market is seeing innovations in formulation technologies that improve the efficacy and sensory attributes of stearyl alcohol in
various applications. These advancements allow for better stability, texture, and performance of cosmetic products, which is
crucial for meeting evolving consumer preferences and boosting the demand of stearyl alcohol market. For instance, a study
published in the International Journal of Research in Dermatology demonstrated that a gentle skin cleanser containing cetyl
alcohol, stearyl alcohol, and colloidal oatmeal significantly reduced skin dryness, itchiness, and irritation. Continuous research and
development efforts are focused on reducing potential irritants while enhancing product quality. Brenntag Specialties has
developed new formulations incorporating stearyl alcohol that focus on improving sensory properties and stability. Their products
aim to enhance the user experience by providing a luxurious texture and feel, which is increasingly important as consumer
preferences shift towards high-quality cosmetic formulations that deliver both efficacy and sensory satisfaction.

Regulatory Approvals

Stearyl alcohol has received approval from regulatory bodies such as the FDA and the Cosmetics Ingredient Review Expert Panel
for use as a food additive and in cosmetics, which enhances its marketability. For example, stearyl alcohol is approved as a direct
food additive under specific conditions, allowing its incorporation into food products while adhering to safety standards (21 CFR
172.864). This approval facilitates its use in processed foods, where it acts as an emulsifier and stabilizer. Additionally, it is known
for its safety in over the counter (OTC) drugs, with concentrations deemed safe at levels of 8% or less. The regulatory backing not
only reassures manufacturers about the safety of incorporating stearyl alcohol into their formulations but also instills confidence in
consumers regarding the products they use.

Stearyl Alcohol Market Trends

The acceptance of stearyl alcohol as a safe ingredient by regulatory bodies such as the FDA and Cosmetic Ingredient Review (CIR)
has boosted its credibility in various applications. This regulatory support encourages manufacturers to incorporate stearyl alcohol
into their formulations, further driving growth of the stearyl alcohol market. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has
further approved stearyl alcohol as a multipurpose additive, allowing its use in food products as well as cosmetics. This dual
approval not only boosts the ingredient's credibility but also expands its applications across multiple industries, encouraging
manufacturers to utilize stearyl alcohol in diverse formulations.

Stearyl alcohol is increasingly being utilised as an industrial-grade lubricant in the automotive sector. The rise in vehicle
ownership and rapid industrialisation are contributing to this trend, as manufacturers seek high-performance lubricants that can
withstand demanding conditions.

Stearyl Alcohol Market Restraints

Fluctuations in the prices of raw materials used to produce stearyl alcohol, such as palm oil and coconut oil, pose significant
challenges for market participants. Factors such as supply chain disruptions, geopolitical conflicts, and changes in agricultural
commodity prices can lead to unpredictable costs, affecting profit margins for manufacturers as well as stearyl alcohol demand
forecast. Since mid-September 2024, palm oil and coconut oil prices have surged, causing widespread effects across industries
reliant on these oils for chemical derivatives.

The stearyl alcohol industry is subject to strict governmental regulations, particularly in the cosmetics sector. Certain regulations
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restrict the use of stearyl alcohol in manufacturing creams and lotions, which can limit its applications and hinder market growth.
On January 19, 2024, Malaysia's National Pharmaceutical Regulatory Agency (NPRA) released updated guidelines that included
revisions to the lists of prohibited and restricted ingredients in cosmetics. This circular added 15 new ingredients to the prohibited
list and revised several existing restrictions, potentially impacting the formulation of products containing stearyl alcohol.

Stearyl Alcohol Industry Segmentation

?Stearyl Alcohol Market Report and Forecast 2025-2034? offers a detailed analysis of the market based on the following segments:

Market Breakup by Application

? Emulsion Stabilizer
? Fragrance Ingredient
? Emulsifying Agent
? Foam Booster
? Viscosity Modifier
? Emollient
? Others

Market Breakup by End Use

? Cosmetics and Personal Care
? Pharmaceuticals
? Food and Beverages
? Others

Market Breakup by Region

? North America
? Europe
? Asia Pacific
? Latin America
? Middle East and Africa

Stearyl Alcohol Market Share

 Market Insights by Application 

The emulsion stabilizer application holds the highest stearyl alcohol market share. This is primarily due to its critical role in the
cosmetic and personal care industries, where stearyl alcohol is widely used as an emulsifier to improve product texture and
stability. It helps in the formation of stable emulsions, preventing the separation of oil and water phases in formulations like
creams, lotions, and conditioners. The growing demand for high-quality cosmetic products that offer hydration and a smooth finish
without greasiness further drives the need for effective emulsion stabilizers like stearyl alcohol.

As a fragrance ingredient, it is commonly used in perfumes and scented personal care products to enhance fragrance profiles.
Additionally, as an emulsifying agent, stearyl alcohol stabilizes oil-in-water emulsions, preventing separation in formulations like
creams, lotions, and ointments. Stearyl alcohol also acts as a foam booster in personal care products like shampoos and body
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washes. Brands such as Dove and Pantene often incorporate stearyl alcohol into their formulations to achieve richer foam and
better cleansing properties.

 Market Insights by End Use 

The cosmetics and personal care segment holds the highest share of the market. This dominance is primarily due to the extensive
use of stearyl alcohol as an emulsifier and emollient in various cosmetic formulations, including creams, lotions, conditioners, and
makeup products that can impact stearyl alcohol demand. Its ability to stabilise emulsions and improve product texture makes it a
crucial ingredient in the beauty industry, where consumer demand for effective and high-quality personal care products continues
to rise.

In the pharmaceutical sector, stearyl alcohol is used as a binder in tablet formulations, a lubricant for capsule production, and a
solubilizer for topical medications. For instance, it is often found in topical creams such as hydrocortisone ointment, where it
enhances absorption and improves texture. In the food and beverages industry, stearyl alcohol is known as a safe food additive by
regulatory bodies like the FDA. It is employed in baked goods, dips, margarine, and sauces to enhance creaminess and prevent
separation.

Stearyl Alcohol Market Regional Analysis

 North America Stearyl Alcohol Market Trends 

The growing focus of manufacturers to launch an improved range of cosmetic and personal care products to fulfil the evolving
needs of customers is driving the growth of the stearyl alcohol industry. This is supported by rapid technological advancements,
an increase in demand for plant-based stearyl alcohol, and growing research and development activities.

There is also a notable shift towards clean beauty products, with stearyl alcohol being favoured for its emulsifying properties in
formulations aimed at improving skin texture and stability. For instance, Procter & Gamble has reinforced its commitment to
ingredient safety by enhancing transparency around its formulations and has included stearyl alcohol in many of their personal
care products.

 Asia Pacific Stearyl Alcohol Market Drivers 

The Asia Pacific is expected to witness significant growth over the forecast period owing to the flourishing food and beverage
industry and increasing disposable incomes in the region. The growing demand for processed food products is further boosting the
stearyl alcohol market revenue in the food and beverage industry. For instance, Cargill has been expanding its portfolio of food
ingredients in the Asia Pacific region, focusing on plant-based and sustainable solutions. Their initiatives include developing
emulsifiers that can enhance food texture and stability, which aligns with the growing trend towards processed foods that utilise
ingredients like stearyl alcohol for improved quality and shelf life.

 Europe Stearyl Alcohol Market Opportunities 

The growing per capita expenditure on personal care and cosmetic products in Europe is significantly contributing to the growth of
the stearyl alcohol industry. Other factors like the increased penetration of the key players, high consumer spending power,
improved living standards, and increased consumption of processed foods are also aiding the stearyl alcohol market opportunities
in the regions.

Several companies in Europe are focusing on sustainable sourcing of stearyl alcohol. For instance, Croda International has been
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investing in developing plant-based stearyl alcohol to meet the increasing consumer demand for eco-friendly ingredients. This
aligns with the broader trend towards sustainability in the beauty industry, which is gaining traction among European consumers.

 Latin America Stearyl Alcohol Market Growth 

Factors like the rising consumer disposable incomes, rising standard of living, and rising pharmaceutical industry where stearyl
alcohol is used as a rheology modifier are further contributing to the stearyl alcohol industry revenue. ?For instance, BASF has
announced plans to expand its production capabilities in Brazil to meet the increasing demand for personal care ingredients,
including stearyl alcohol. ?This expansion is aimed at supporting the growing cosmetic and pharmaceutical industries in the region,
where rising disposable incomes are driving consumer spending on personal care products. BASF's investment aligns with its
strategy to enhance local production and reduce lead times for customers in the region.

 Middle East and Africa Stearyl Alcohol Market Dynamics 

The rise in online shopping for high-value goods has led to increased demand for secure logistics solutions, which indirectly
supports the growth of industries using ingredients like stearyl alcohol, further boosting the stearyl alcohol demand growth.

Government bodies in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries are implementing policies to enhance logistics infrastructure,
which includes secure transport solutions for high-value goods. These initiatives aim to improve trade efficiency and attract
foreign investment, further supporting the growth of products such as stearyl alcohol that rely on secure logistics.

Innovative Startups in Stearyl Alcohol Market

Several startups are leveraging advancements in technology and research to enhance the quality and functionality of stearyl
alcohol, making it suitable for a variety of uses such as emulsifiers in creams and lotions or as lubricants in automotive
applications. Additionally, they are actively engaging in partnerships and collaborations to expand their market reach and improve
distribution channels. Additionally, they are actively engaging in partnerships and collaborations to expand their market reach and
improve distribution channels.

 Acme-Hardesty 

Acme-Hardesty is a distributor of specialty chemicals and ingredients, including stearyl alcohol derived from renewable sources.
The company in stearyl alcohol market prioritises sustainability by offering products that are non-GMO and environmentally
responsible. The startup serves multiple industries, including cosmetics, personal care, and food, positioning itself as a key player
in the market by focusing on quality and sustainable practices.

 Aromantic Ltd 

Aromantic Ltd is a UK-based startup that specialises in providing natural and organic ingredients for the cosmetics and personal
care industry. They focus on offering a range of plant-derived ingredients, including stearyl alcohol, which is used for its
emulsifying properties in various formulations. Aromantic emphasises sustainability and eco-friendliness in its product offerings,
catering to the growing consumer demand for natural beauty products.

Competitive Landscape

The report gives a detailed analysis of the following key players in the global stearyl alcohol market, covering their competitive
landscape, capacity, and latest developments like mergers, acquisitions, and investments, expansions of capacity, and plant
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turnarounds. Companies are increasingly focusing on developing plant-derived stearyl alcohol to meet the rising consumer
demand for eco-friendly and sustainable products. Companies are also investing in innovations to expand their product offerings
and cater to evolving consumer preferences for natural ingredients.

Kao Corporation

Kao Corporation, founded in 1882 in Japan, is a leading global manufacturer of chemical and cosmetic products. Initially
established as a soap manufacturer, the company has diversified its offerings to include a wide range of personal care items,
household products, and industrial chemicals.

BASF SE

BASF SE is a German multinational chemical company headquartered in Ludwigshafen, Germany. It is the largest chemical
producer in the world, with operations in over 80 countries and a diverse product portfolio that includes chemicals, plastics,
performance products, agricultural solutions, and oil and gas.

Biesterfeld AG

Biesterfeld AG is an international trading and service company based in Hamburg, Germany, with over 114 years of experience in
the distribution of plastics and chemicals. The company specialises in plastics, rubber, speciality chemicals, and agrochemicals.

Other major players in the stearyl alcohol market are KLK Oleo, Godrej Industries Limited, and P&G Chemicals, among others.
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