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Report description:

The Sodium Lauryl Ether Sulphate [SLES] market attained a volume of 2.39 Million Tons in 2024 . The industry is expected to grow
at a CAGR of 5.02% during the forecast period of 2025-2034 to reach a volume of 3.90 Million Tons by 2034 .

The sodium lauryl ether sulphate market growth is backed by a sharp rise in demand for eco-friendly surfactants across industries.
SLES, known for its low skin irritation and high foaming profile, remains pivotal in formulating personal care and cleaning
products. Its adaptability in low-temperature formulations is attracting innovators, particularly in regions like South Korea and
Germany, where cold-wash detergents are gaining appeal. With SLES accounting for over 50% of formulations in personal care,
the demand is expected to grow continuously over the forecast period.

Further, a notable development in the sodium lauryl ether sulphate market includes the EU's "Safe and Sustainable by Design"
chemicals framework launched in 2022, pushing formulators to redesign surfactant chemistries including SLES, to align with
circular economy goals. Players are adopting renewable ethoxylates and bio-based fatty alcohols to reduce Scope 3 emissions.
Meanwhile, in China, the National Development and Reform Commission is promoting biodegradable surfactant adoption under its
Green Product Certification Scheme, benefitting high-performance SLES manufacturers.

Moreover, innovation around enzyme-compatible SLES formulations is intensifying as enzyme-loaded detergents enter
mainstream use, accelerating the sodium lauryl ether sulphate market growth. This is especially notable in Latin American
markets where water-saving detergents are becoming the norm.

Key Trends and Recent Developments
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BASF and DOMO Chemicals reached a deal that allows BASF to acquire DOMO Chemicals' 49% stake in the joint venture in
Alsachimie, of which BASF now owns 51%. In accordance with applicable legislation, the planned acquisition must first be
discussed with Alsachimie's pertinent social bodies before both businesses can sign a legally binding purchase agreement.

January 2025

Evonik's Silica and Silanes business lines strategically merged to creat Smart Effects, a new firm with 3,500 workers worldwide
that will be a component of "Advanced Technologies" within the new organizational structure. Through this merger, the
knowledge of both business lines is combined to provide creative solutions that benefit the environment and customers.

April 2024

Clariant, a specialty chemical company with an emphasis on sustainability, announced that it has successfully acquired Lucas
Meyer Cosmetics, a prominent supplier of high-value ingredients for the personal care and cosmetics sector, from IFF for an
Enterprise Value (EV) of USD 810 million. Working capital and net debt adjustments will be applied to the purchase price as usual.

August 2023

The Bondi Sands brands was acquired through the purchase of Bondi Sands Australia Pty Ltd and other Bondi Sands enterprises by
Kao Corporation and its fully owned subsidiaries Kao Australia Pty.

Global Hygiene Campaigns

Governments worldwide are actively running hygiene and cleanliness awareness programmes to curb the spread of chronic and
infectious diseases, indirectly boosting demand for sodium lauryl ether sulphate-based products. For instance, India's Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission) led to a marked increase in demand for homecare and personal hygiene products, many of
which rely on SLES as a core surfactant. Similarly, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) supports
hygiene-led behaviour change programmes across member states to combat healthcare-associated infections.

Shift Towards Sulphate-Free Alternatives

There is a growing push toward sulphate-free alternatives due to rising concerns over long-term exposure to SLES in sensitive
applications. According to the sodium lauryl ether sulphate market analysis, 75% of consumers prefer sulphate-free personal care
products. Regulatory frameworks such as California's Cleaning Product Right to Know Act and the EU's Green Deal are
accelerating the shift towards natural, biodegradable surfactants derived from coconut oil and sugar-based sources. As a result,
leading formulators like Procter & Gamble and Henkel are rebalancing their surfactant portfolios, by either reducing SLES
concentration or launching sulphate-free variants in response to stricter environmental and consumer safety benchmarks.

Bio-Based SLES on the Rise

The sodium lauryl ether sulphate market experiences a rising preference for bio-based SLES made from renewable feedstocks
such as coconut and palm kernel oils. European companies, incentivised by REACH and Green Deal policies, are shifting to
ethoxylates derived from sugarcane ethanol or corn. For example, Croda and BASF are investing in green ethoxylation units in
Belgium and the United States. In India, CSIR-supported pilot projects are developing fully plant-based SLES for Ayurvedic and
organic product lines. This push is supported by consumer goods giants like Unilever, which has pledged to eliminate
fossil-derived carbon from all its cleaning brands by 2030.
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Enzyme-Compatible SLES for Hybrid Detergents

Detergents integrating enzymes and surfactants require compatibility for optimal function. Research labs in South Korea and
Brazil are developing SLES grades with stabilised hydrotropes to prevent enzyme deactivation, thereby propelling further
development in the sodium lauryl ether sulphate market. This is crucial for low-temperature wash formulas and greywater-safe
applications. South Korea's MOTIE is funding enzyme-surfactant compatibility research. These hybrid detergents are gaining
popularity in water-scarce regions like Chile and Australia, where residue-free, rinse-efficient formulations offer tangible
sustainability outcomes.

Ultralow Residue SLES for Rinse-Less Hygiene

Personal hygiene products are adopting ultralow-residue SLES variants that require minimal water for rinsing. This sodium lauryl
ether sulphate market trend has been significantly witnessed in the Middle East, where water accessibility is a major concern.
Brands are collaborating with SLES producers to tailor surfactant chain lengths for rapid breakdown post-application. For example,
Unilever partnered with Evonik to co-develop tailored surfactants, including modified SLES structures, under its "Clean Future"
programme. Similarly, L'Oreal and Genomatica have been working on designing next-gen surfactants for L'Oreal's product
portfolio. The trend is extending to hand sanitisers, where foaming yet rinse-less efficacy matters most. Manufacturers are thus
tailoring surfactant hydrophilicity at molecular level to meet emerging rinse-minimal product claims.

Global Sodium Lauryl Ether Sulphate [SLES] Industry Segmentation

The EMR's report titled "Global Sodium Lauryl Ether Sulphate [SLES] Market Report and Forecast 2025-2034" offers a detailed
analysis of the market based on the following segments:

Market Breakup by Application

- Detergents & Cleaners
- Personal Care
- Textile & Leather
- Others

 Key Insight: The sodium lauryl ether sulphate market spans across detergents & cleaners, personal care, textile & leather, and
agrochemicals. Detergents & cleaners lead the market due to rising hygiene consciousness, while personal care surges on back of
custom, milder blends. Textile and leather sectors rely on SLES for scouring and wetting, especially in denim finishing. The 'others'
segment sees traction in pesticide formulations and industrial degreasers. The consistent demand is increasingly shaped by
regional regulation, functional customisation, and eco-labelling pressure.

Market Breakup by Region

- North America
- Europe
- Asia Pacific
- Latin America
- Middle East and Africa

 Key Insight: All key regions including Asia Pacific, North America, Europe, Latin America, and the Middle East & Africa are shaping
demand in the sodium lauryl ether sulphate market in unique ways. The Asia Pacific market remains capacity-driven and
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regulation-aware, North America prioritises performance blends, while Europe leads with green chemistry mandates. Latin
America is innovating around localisation and affordability, whereas Middle East and Africa focus on water-saving and
energy-efficient applications.

Global Sodium Lauryl Ether Sulphate [SLES] Market Share

 By Application, Detergents and Cleaners Account for a Significant Share of the Market 

Detergents and cleaners remain the dominant application that is largely boosting the sodium lauryl ether sulphate adoption. The
segment's growth is driven by rising hygiene awareness and household penetration, especially in emerging markets. SLES is
favoured for its excellent foaming, emulsification, and oil-removal capacity. In Japan and Germany, cold-active and low-water
detergents are prioritising modified SLES blends that maintain efficacy without phosphates. The segment is also benefiting from
public-sector cleaning tenders that specify biodegradable surfactants, pushing innovation in sustainable formulations. Moreover,
laundry sheets and pod formats are re-engineering SLES into encapsulated forms for spill-proof, child-safe usage, creating
premium SKUs in the segment.

Personal care applications are growing at a fast pace, as per the sodium lauryl ether sulphate market report, particularly in
facewash, shampoo, and liquid soap products. Formulators are actively modifying SLES chain lengths for milder, non-stripping
effects. In Brazil and Indonesia, the natural and herbal personal care trend is prompting demand for sulphate-alternative blends,
yet SLES remains a core component due to its compatibility with natural oils and extracts. Brands are using data-driven skin
diagnostics to customise SLES concentrations in premium formulations. For instance, Shiseido has introduced its Optune platform
in Japan, which uses app-based facial scanning to dispense personalised skincare solutions daily.

Global Sodium Lauryl Ether Sulphate [SLES] Market Regional Analysis

 Asia Pacific Clocks in the Highest Market Revenue Share 

The ongoing dominance of the Asia Pacific sodium lauryl ether sulphate market is driven by vast population, low-cost
manufacturing, and a surge in domestic brands. India and China lead the market with highest consumption. Meanwhile, South
Korea is innovating waterless product formats, triggering new demand for residue-optimised SLES. ASEAN markets, especially
Indonesia and Vietnam, are importing blended SLES concentrates for local dilution, reducing logistics costs and fostering
decentralised manufacturing units under public-private partnerships.

Latin America is the fastest-growing regional sodium lauryl ether sulphate market, driven by rising hygiene product penetration in
rural areas and localisation of supply chains. Brazil is leading with innovative startups like Simple Organic and Natura Mexico,
formulating vegan and sulphate-free blends where SLES remains a core component. Moreover, urbanisation and e-commerce
penetration are boosting demand for personal care products, which now often rely on custom SLES variants suited for sensitive
skin. The region's biodiversity also supports hybrid SLES-bio surfactant formulations, appealing to eco-conscious buyers.

Competitive Landscape

The sodium lauryl ether sulphate market players are increasingly moving beyond basic volume supply towards advanced
customisation and performance formulations. Key trends noticed in the market include integrating green chemistry, digital
formulation, and regional compliance within product design. Companies are investing in in-house application labs, AI-powered
R&D platforms, and traceable supply chains are likely to thrive in the market during the forecast period.

Sodium lauryl ether sulphate companies are also entering joint ventures with biotechnology firms to develop enzyme-compatible
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and biodegradable variants. Moreover, producers are securing green certificates, such as RSPO and ISCC Plus, to gain brand
preference. Furthermore, regional decentralisation is unlocking opportunities for contract manufacturers and local blenders,
especially in South-East Asia and Latin America. The focus is now shifting toward reducing product carbon footprints, enhancing
residue-free rinse-ability, and deploying eco-label-qualified solutions.

Solvay SA

Established in 1863 and headquartered in Brussels, Solvay SA is investing heavily in green chemistry and bio-based ethoxylation
for its SLES offerings. The firm is also piloting blockchain-led supply chain traceability for palm-based raw materials. Its focus on
high-purity, enzyme-compatible surfactants makes it a key supplier for premium homecare and agrochemical formulations across
Europe and Latin America.

Clariant Ltd.

Clariant Ltd., founded in 1995 and headquartered in Switzerland, has advanced its SLES product line through its EcoTain-certified
surfactants. It integrates digital R&D tools for smart surfactant design and is actively working with FMCG brands to co-create mild,
skin-friendly personal care products.

BASF SE

Headquartered in Ludwigshafen, Germany and founded in 1865, BASF SE leads the surfactants sector with its advanced
formulation centres and AI-enabled platforms. It is pioneering advancements in CO2-neutral surfactant production and has
developed enzyme-stable SLES variants for the industrial cleaning segment.

Kao Corporation

Kao Corporation, founded in 1882 and based in Tokyo, Japan, combines formulation science and consumer analytics to tailor SLES
usage in personal care. Its research centre is advancing low-irritation blends suitable for sensitive skincare. Kao's sustainable
sourcing initiatives and open innovation model help it remain competitive in Southeast Asia and North American markets.

Other key players in the market are Stepan Company, Godrej Industries Limited (GIL), Huntsman Corporation, and Evonik
Industries AG, among others.

Key Features of the Report

- In-depth analysis of global sodium lauryl ether sulphate [SLES] market size and forecast.
- Comprehensive segmentation by application and region.
- Market trends, drivers, and regulatory developments.
- Competitive landscape and strategic company profiling.
- Recent investments and infrastructure expansion impact.
- Technological innovations and future market outlook.

Why Choose Expert Market Research?

- Trusted insights backed by extensive primary research
- Actionable data for strategic decision-making
- Region-wise and application-specific analysis
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Call to Action

Explore the latest trends shaping the Sodium Lauryl Ether Sulphate [SLES] Market 2025-2034 with our in-depth report. Gain
strategic insights, future forecasts, and key market developments that can help you stay competitive. Download a free sample
report or contact our team for customized consultation on Sodium Lauryl Ether Sulphate [SLES] Market Trends 2025 .
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