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Report description:

The cellulose esters and ethers market attained a value of USD 6.48 Billion as of 2024 and is anticipated to grow at a CAGR of
5.00% during the forecast period of 2025 to 2034. The cellulose esters and ethers market is growing steadily, driven by demand in
pharmaceuticals, food, and coatings. Biodegradable and eco-friendly materials are stimulating market growth, and Asia-Pacific
dominates consumption and production growth. The market is thus expected to reach a value of nearly USD 10.56 Billion by 2034.

Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Growth

The cellulose ethers and esters market is witnessing steady growth through growing demand for sustainable and biodegradable
products. As environmental standards become stricter across the world, companies are turning to greener options. Cellulose
derivatives, being based on renewable materials, are perfect replacements in coatings, packaging, and personal care. Their low
toxicity and biodegradability make them attractive in applications where sustainability is required, thus bolstering the cellulose
esters and ethers demand growth.

The other key driver is the growing pharmaceutical and food sector. Cellulose ethers find extensive application as stabilizers,
thickeners, and film-formers in pharmaceuticals and processed foods. Their functional flexibility, combined with regulatory
acceptability and safety, has established them as a core ingredient in industries. Increased health consciousness and
pharmaceutical research and development further drive growth.

Firms have been capitalizing on these trends by investing in green product innovation and positioning themselves with clean-label
trends. Players such as Ashland and Dow expanded operations by providing high-purity cellulose derivatives engineered for
pharma grade. Others obtained long-term agreements with food and cosmetic companies by promoting cellulose-based solutions
as natural, safe, and efficient. These efforts allowed differentiation in the market, customer retention, and international reach.



Key Trends and Recent Developments

Sustainability, pharmaceutical customization, emerging market expansion, and clean-label demand are driving growth and
profitability are shaping the cellulose esters and ethers market dynamics and trends.

March 2024

Eastman's new molecular recycling facility in Tennessee has begun on-spec production and revenue generation. It's expected to
add USD 75 million in 2024 EBITDA, advancing Eastman's circular economy efforts and meeting strong demand for virgin-quality
recycled materials.

November 2023

Dow is investing USD 6.5 billion in Alberta, Canada, to build the world's first net zero Scope 1 and 2 emissions ethylene plant. The
project will expand polyethylene capacity, cut 1 million MTA CO2 emissions, and boost annual EBITDA by USD 1 billion.

August 2023

J.M. Huber Corporation joined the World Business Council for Sustainable Development, aligning with over 200 companies to
advance sustainability. With operations across multiple sectors, Huber reinforces its commitment to ethical practices,
environmental responsibility, and long-term corporate sustainability.

January 2022

Rayonier Advanced Materials launched a 2G bioethanol product in France using wood-based feedstock, offering a 90% lower
carbon footprint. This move supports Europe's clean energy goals and strengthens RYAM's position in the biofuels market.

Shift Toward Sustainable Packaging

Customers and regulators are demanding biodegradable packaging. Cellulose esters and ethers, as they are derived from plants
and are compostable, are gaining application in films and coatings. Those companies following this trend are winning market
share by providing green alternatives to plastics, particularly in food, retail, and personal care packaging applications, thus
pushing the growth of the cellulose esters and ethers market.

Pharmaceutical Grade Customization

There is increasing need for pharmaceutical-grade cellulose derivatives that are specifically designed to meet certain drug
delivery requirements. Companies are providing customized viscosity, solubility, and release profiles to suit controlled-release and
fast-dissolving applications. Such specialization enables premium pricing, long-term supply agreements, and greater integration
with the product pipelines of pharmaceutical manufacturers.

Expansion in Emerging Markets

Asia-Pacific, Latin America, and Africa's fast industrialization is driving up demand for cellulose derivatives in pharma, food, and
construction. Local manufacturing and local partnership-focused companies are capturing first-mover benefits, lowering logistics
expenses, and establishing robust distribution networks to drive long-term growth, thereby helping to create new trends in the
cellulose esters and ethers market.



Focus on Clean-Label Products

Consumers are more and more steering clear of synthetic food and cosmetic additives. Cellulose ethers and esters, known to be
natural and safe, meet clean-label specifications. Businesses employing open ingredient sourcing and certifications are winning
deals with influential brands seeking to reformulate products and address changing consumer demands.

Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Trends

One of the main trends in the market for cellulose esters and ethers is the growing demand for sustainable and biodegradable
products. As there is an increase in environmental concerns and stricter environmental regulations across the globe, sectors like
packaging, personal care, and textiles are moving towards cellulose-based products. These products provide low toxicity,
renewable raw material, and lower environmental footprint, which makes them suitable for businesses looking for environmentally
friendly product lines, thereby leading to new trends in the cellulose esters and ethers market.

Another key trend is the increasing application of cellulose derivatives in pharmaceuticals and food. Their functions as thickeners,
stabilizers, and film-formers have positioned them as must-haves in drug development and food processing. With clean-label and
health-focused consumer trends on the rise, manufacturers are turning to cellulose-based ingredients, stimulating innovation and
generating premium opportunities in these high-growth, regulation-sensitive markets.

Cellulose Esters and Ethers Industry Segmentation

The EMR's report titled "Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Report and Forecast 2025-2034" offers a detailed analysis of the
market based on the following segments:

Market Breakup by Type

- Cellulose Acetate

- Cellulose Nitrate

- Carboxymethyl Cellulose
- Methyl Cellulose

- Ethyl Cellulose

- Hydroxyethyl Cellulose

- Hydroxypropyl Cellulose
- Others

Market Breakup by Application

- Coatings

- Plasticizers

- Cigarette Filters
- Films and Tapes
- Inks

- Others

Market Breakup by Region



- North America

- Europe

- Asia Pacific

- Latin America

- Middle East and Africa

Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Share

One of the most common cellulose derivatives is cellulose acetate, which is used in the textile, film, and plastics markets. It is
increasingly being favored because of its biodegradability and sustainability, making it an important material in
environmentally-friendly industries. Growing demand for naturally-sourced, non-synthetic alternatives in products such as
cigarette filters, packaging films, and textiles is pushing the demand for cellulose acetate. As per cellulose esters and ethers
market analysis, technical advances in the textile market, where cellulose acetate appears in fibers and fabrics, have increased its
attraction, providing a high-performance biodegradable solution.

Carboxymethyl cellulose (CMC) and methyl cellulose are increasingly sought after in major markets, which include food,
pharmaceuticals, and paper industries, owing to their gelling, thickening, and stabilizing capacities. CMC is extensively utilized in
food products as a fat substitute and stabilizer, reflecting the increasing market demand for clean-label foods and low-fat
products. Methyl cellulose, however, has special characteristics as a water-soluble polymer and finds application in food products,
pharmaceuticals, and even as a building material in the construction industry. According to cellulose esters and ethers industry
analysis, the growing health-conscious consumer group, along with the need for natural ingredients, is driving the application of
CMC and methyl cellulose in different industries at a faster pace.

Hydroxyethyl cellulose (HEC) and hydroxypropy! cellulose (HPC) are also becoming more important in the cosmetics and personal
care industries. HEC serves as a thickener, emulsifier, and stabilizer in creams, shampoos, and lotions, providing excellent water
holding capacity and smooth feel. HPC is widely applied in drug formulations and as a rheology modifier in food and
pharmaceutical products. Increasing growth in the global personal care market, particularly in natural and organic products, is
driving the demand for these cellulose derivatives. Additionally, with growing concerns regarding the potential risks of synthetic
chemicals, more consumers are choosing cellulose-based ingredients in personal care products. The total requirement for
cellulose derivatives is being driven by increased interest in natural ingredients, sustainability, clean-label products, and multiple
industries.

Competitive Landscape

Leading cellulose esters and ethers market players are concentrating on sustainability, innovation, and broadening product
applications. Players are trying to address the increasing demand for green, biodegradable materials for packaging, textiles, and
personal care. Cellulose esters and ethers companies are also focusing on customization and high-performance cellulose
derivatives for pharmaceutical and food industries. Moreover, strategic R&D investments and sustainable production technologies
are assisting players in achieving a competitive advantage, minimizing environmental footprints, and driving growth in emerging
markets.

Rhodia Acetow International GmbH
Rhodia Acetow International GmbH, founded in 1996 with headquarters in Cologne, Germany, manufactures high-grade cellulose

acetate, mostly for the cigarette filter market. The company distinguishes itself through emphasis on eco-friendly production and
provision of high-tech, biodegradable solutions to replace synthetic filters, aligning with global environmental requirements.



Rayonier Advanced Materials

Rayonier Advanced Materials, founded in 1926 and with headquarters in Florida, United States, produces high-purity cellulose and
cellulose derivatives, including acetate and ethers, for pharmaceutical, food, and industrial markets. They distinguish themselves
by adhering to sustainability and innovation principles, with their products contributing to clean energy and circular economy
strategies.

Eastman Chemical Company

Eastman Chemical Company, a 1920 company with headquarters in Tennessee, United States, provides a wide variety of cellulose
esters such as acetate and ethyl cellulose. The organization is concerned with performance-improving uses in packaging,
pharmaceuticals, and coatings. They are differentiated by state-of-the-art manufacturing capacities, sustainability, and
high-quality customization of products for varied industrial applications.

J.M. Huber Corporation

J.M. Huber Corporation, founded in 1883 and headquartered in New Jersey, United States, supplies cellulose ethers and esters to
various industries such as construction, personal care, and food. They distinguish themselves through their focus on ethical
business, sustainability, and the development of natural-based solutions with market-specific needs.

Other key players in the cellulose esters and ethers market include Dow Chemical Company, Celanese Corporation,
Georgia-Pacific LLC, Daicel Corporation, Akzo Nobel N.V., Lamberti S.p.A., Borregaard, and Ashland, among others.

Table of Contents:

1 Executive Summary

1.1 Market Size 2024-2025

1.2 Market Growth 2025(F)-2034(F)

1.3 Key Demand Drivers

1.4 Key Players and Competitive Structure
1.5 Industry Best Practices

1.6 Recent Trends and Developments
1.7 Industry Outlook

2 Market Overview and Stakeholder Insights
2.1 Market Trends

2.2 Key Verticals

2.3 Key Regions

2.4 Supplier Power

2.5 Buyer Power

2.6 Key Market Opportunities and Risks
2.7 Key Initiatives by Stakeholders

3 Economic Summary

3.1 GDP Outlook

3.2 GDP Per Capita Growth

3.3 Inflation Trends

3.4 Democracy Index



3.5 Gross Public Debt Ratios

3.6 Balance of Payment (BoP) Position

3.7 Population Outlook

3.8 Urbanisation Trends

4 Country Risk Profiles

4.1 Country Risk

4.2 Business Climate

5 Global Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Analysis
5.1 Key Industry Highlights

5.2 Global Cellulose Esters and Ethers Historical Market (2018-2024)
5.3 Global Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Forecast (2025-2034)
5.4 Global Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market by Type
5.4.1 Cellulose Acetate

5.4.1.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)

5.4.1.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)

5.4.2 Cellulose Nitrate

5.4.2.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)

5.4.2.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)

5.4.3 Carboxymethyl Cellulose

5.4.3.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)

5.4.3.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)

5.4.4 Methyl Cellulose

5.4.4.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)

5.4.4.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)

5.4.5 Ethyl Cellulose

5.4.5.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)

5.4.5.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)

5.4.6 Hydroxyethyl Cellulose

5.4.6.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)

5.4.6.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)

5.4.7 Hydroxypropy! Cellulose

5.4.7.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)

5.4.7.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)

5.4.8 Others

5.5 Global Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market by Application
5.5.1 Coatings

5.5.1.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)

5.5.1.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)

5.5.2 Plasticizers

5.5.2.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)

5.5.2.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)

5.5.3 Cigarette Filters

5.5.3.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)

5.5.3.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)

5.5.4 Films and Tapes

5.5.4.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)

5.5.4.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)



5.5.5 Inks

5.5.5.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
5.5.5.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
5.5.6 Others

5.6 Global Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market by Region
5.6.1 North America

5.6.1.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
5.6.1.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
5.6.2 Europe

5.6.2.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
5.6.2.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
5.6.3 Asia Pacific

5.6.3.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
5.6.3.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
5.6.4 Latin America

5.6.4.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
5.6.4.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
5.6.5 Middle East and Africa

5.6.5.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
5.6.5.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
6 North America Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Analysis
6.1 United States of America

6.1.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
6.1.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
6.2 Canada

6.2.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
6.2.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)

7 Europe Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Analysis
7.1 United Kingdom

7.1.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
7.1.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
7.2 Germany

7.2.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
7.2.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
7.3 France

7.3.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
7.3.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
7.4 ltaly

7.4.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
7.4.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
7.5 Others

8 Asia Pacific Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Analysis
8.1 China

8.1.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
8.1.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
8.2 Japan

8.2.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)



8.2.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
8.3 India

8.3.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
8.3.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
8.4 ASEAN

8.4.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
8.4.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
8.5 Australia

8.5.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
8.5.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
8.6 Others

9 Latin America Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Analysis
9.1 Brazil

9.1.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
9.1.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
9.2 Argentina

9.2.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
9.2.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
9.3 Mexico

9.3.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
9.3.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
9.4 Others

10 Middle East and Africa Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Analysis
10.1 Saudi Arabia

10.1.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
10.1.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
10.2 United Arab Emirates

10.2.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
10.2.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
10.3 Nigeria

10.3.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
10.3.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
10.4 South Africa

10.4.1 Historical Trend (2018-2024)
10.4.2 Forecast Trend (2025-2034)
10.5 Others

11 Market Dynamics

11.1 SWOT Analysis

11.1.1 Strengths

11.1.2 Weaknesses

11.1.3 Opportunities

11.1.4 Threats

11.2 Porter's Five Forces Analysis
11.2.1 Supplier's Power

11.2.2 Buyer's Power

11.2.3 Threat of New Entrants
11.2.4 Degree of Rivalry



11.2.5 Threat of Substitutes

11.3 Key Indicators for Demand

11.4 Key Indicators for Price

12 Price Analysis

12.1 North America Historical Price Trends (2018-2024) and Forecast (2025-2034)
12.2 Europe Historical Price Trends (2018-2024) and Forecast (2025-2034)
12.3 Asia Pacific Historical Price Trends (2018-2024) and Forecast (2025-2034)
12.4 Latin America Historical Price Trends (2018-2024) and Forecast (2025-2034)
12.5 Middle East and Africa Historical Price Trends (2018-2024) and Forecast (2025-2034)
13 Procurement Insights

13.1 Contract Terms

13.2 Cost Structure

13.2.1 Raw Material

13.2.2 Utility

13.2.3 Labour Cost

13.2.4 Fixed Cost

13.3 Pricing Model

13.4 Vendor Selection Criteria

13.5 Supplier and Buyer Power at Regional Level

13.5.1 Demand

13.5.2 Supply

13.5.3 Raw Material/Feedstock Availability

13.5.4 Supplier Power

13.5.5 Buyer Power

13.6 Procurement Strategy: Best Practices

14 Competitive Landscape

14.1 Supplier Selection

14.2 Key Global Players

14.3 Key Regional Players

14.4 Key Player Strategies

14.5 Company Profiles

14.5.1 Rhodia Acetow International GmbH

14.5.1.1 Company Overview

14.5.1.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.1.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements

14.5.1.4 Certifications

14.5.2 Rayonier Advanced Materials

14.5.2.1 Company Overview

14.5.2.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.2.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements

14.5.2.4 Certifications

14.5.3 Eastman Chemical Company

14.5.3.1 Company Overview

14.5.3.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.3.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements

14.5.3.4 Certifications

14.5.4 .M. Huber Corporation



14.5.4.1 Company Overview

14.5.4.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.4.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements
14.5.4.4 Certifications

14.5.5 Dow Chemical Company

14.5.5.1 Company Overview

14.5.5.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.5.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements
14.5.5.4 Certifications

14.5.6 Celanese Corporation

14.5.6.1 Company Overview

14.5.6.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.6.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements
14.5.6.4 Certifications

14.5.7 Georgia-Pacific LLC

14.5.7.1 Company Overview

14.5.7.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.7.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements
14.5.7.4 Certifications

14.5.8 Daicel Corporation

14.5.8.1 Company Overview

14.5.8.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.8.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements
14.5.8.4 Certifications

14.5.9 Akzo Nobel N.V.

14.5.9.1 Company Overview

14.5.9.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.9.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements
14.5.9.4 Certifications

14.5.10 Lamberti S.p.A.

14.5.10.1 Company Overview

14.5.10.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.10.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements
14.5.10.4 Certifications

14.5.11 Borregaard

14.5.11.1 Company Overview

14.5.11.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.11.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements
14.5.11.4 Certifications

14.5.12 Ashland

14.5.12.1 Company Overview

14.5.12.2 Product Portfolio

14.5.12.3 Demographic Reach and Achievements
14.5.12.4 Certifications

14.5.13 Others



SCOTTS

INTERNATIONAL

Cellulose Esters and Ethers Market Size and Share Outlook - Forecast Trends and
Growth Analysis Report (2025-2034)

Market Report | 2025-08-13 | 177 pages | EMR Inc.

To place an Order with Scotts International:

0 - Printthis form

0 - Complete the relevant blank fields and sign

0 -Send as a scanned email to support@scotts-international.com

ORDER FORM:

Select license License Price
Single User License $3599.00
Five User License $4249.00
Corporate License $5099.00
VAT
Total

*Please circle the relevant license option. For any questions please contact support@scotts-international.com or 0048 603 394 346.
[** VAT will be added at 23% for Polish based companies, individuals and EU based companies who are unable to provide a valid EU Vat Numbers.

Email* Phone* | |
First Name* Last Name* | |
Job title*

Company Name* EU Vat / Tax ID / NIP number*

|

Address* City* | |
Zip Codex Country* | |
Date [2026-02-20 |

Signature



Scotts International. EU Vat number: PL 6772247784
tel. 0048 603 394 346 e-mail: support@scotts-international.com
www.scotts-international.com

Page 12/12




