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Report description:

Global trachoma treatment market is projected to witness a CAGR of 6.24% during the forecast period 2025-2032, growing from
USD 0.60 billion in 2024 to USD 0.98 billion in 2032. The primary market drivers of the trachoma treatment market expansion are
the sharp rise in trachoma prevalence and the private and public healthcare institutions' efforts to educate the public about
trachoma and its treatment choices.

The trachoma treatment market experiences consistent expansion because worldwide initiatives target the elimination of
trachoma as a public health concern. Trachoma stands as a main preventable blindness cause which mainly impacts people living
in poor and developing countries, including regions of Africa and Asia, along with the Middle East. The growing disease prevalence
in these regions drives increased demand for effective treatment options, which mainly include azithromycin antibiotics used in
mass drug administration (MDA) campaigns. The market continues to grow because of government partnerships with WHO and
other organizations that execute the SAFE strategy, which includes Surgery alongside Antibiotics and Facial cleanliness and
Environmental improvement. Advanced cases need surgical treatment because recurrent infection-related eyelid damage can
cause blindness. Trichiasis surgery serves as the main surgical solution to fix eyelid deformities while protecting against additional
vision deterioration. Pharmaceutical companies maintain active involvement in providing cost-effective medications through
donation programs, which expand their international market reach while enhancing drug accessibility. The market analysis divides
its segments into drug class, route of administration, and end-user categories, yet oral antibiotics maintain market dominance
because they offer simple administration methods and achieve high patient adherence. The market in North America holds first
place because of its advanced technological capabilities, together with its support for worldwide eradication initiatives. The
trachoma treatment market will continue its steady expansion because of rising awareness, infrastructure development, and
public health initiatives, mainly in endemic regions, which creates multiple opportunities for healthcare sector innovation and
partnership.



For instance, in October 2024, according to the World Health Organization (WHO), about 103 million people live in
trachoma-endemic areas and are at risk of trachoma blindness. Based on 2023 data, 130746 people received surgical treatment
for advanced stages of this disease and 32.9 million people were treated with antibiotics.

High Prevalence of Trachoma Drives Market Growth

High rates of trachoma continue to drive the trachoma treatment market primarily because this disease affects developing and
under-resourced regions. Worldwide, trachoma remains the leading infectious blindness cause, which impacts millions of
individuals living in Africa and the Middle East as well as Asia and Latin America. The disease's extensive distribution leads to
increased requirements for both protective and healing healthcare treatments. The growing number of population diagnoses
creates a substantial requirement for successful antibiotics, including azithromycin, together with enhanced healthcare
distribution systems. The increasing disease burden has triggered expanded mass drug administration (MDA) campaigns operated
by international organizations, which drive higher pharmaceutical supply and logistics requirements. The WHO's SAFE strategy
receives support from governments and NGOs, which dedicate more funds to sanitation programs and facial hygiene education
and treatment access. The market experiences increased activity because healthcare providers and pharmaceutical companies
develop scalable, accessible and sustainable solutions to manage and eliminate trachoma.

For instance, in November 2024, the Global Health Innovative Technology (GHIT) Fund invested approximately USD 4 million into
four projects focused on neglected tropical diseases and malaria, including its first investment of USD 2 million for a rapid
diagnostic test for trachoma to support early detection and treatment for at-risk populations of more than 100 million people at
risk of blindness.

Rising Global Health Initiatives and Government Support Boost Market Demand

Rising worldwide health initiatives and strong government support are significantly boosting demand in the trachoma treatment
market. The SAFE strategy (Surgery, Antibiotics, Facial cleanliness, and Environmental improvement) led by the World Health
Organization (WHO) has achieved extensive adoption in regions where trachoma is endemic. The coordinated efforts to eliminate
trachoma as a public health problem have expanded mass drug administration campaigns and improved healthcare access and
disease surveillance. Countries with high trachoma prevalence invest funds into national eye health programs, together with
sanitation infrastructure development and health worker education to achieve these objectives. Public health agencies, along with
pharmaceutical companies, work together to donate large quantities of antibiotics, which enables broader availability of treatment
options. The partnerships between public health agencies and pharmaceutical companies increase treatment coverage and
support the creation of sustainable healthcare systems in regions that are affected. National and global healthcare initiatives have
generated increasing demand for trachoma medications, together with diagnostics and healthcare services, which drives the
growth of the overall market.

For instance, in June 2023, VisionSpring partnered with the Council of Churches Zambia to provide a Reading Glasses for Improved
Livelihoods (RGIL) program that screened almost 47,500 rural Zambians in 2023, issuing 12,600 sets of affordable reading
glasses, almost all for the first time, addressing severe shortages in vision care and livelihood gains. The reading glasses program
includes training community health entrepreneurs to conduct basic eye tests, provide vision correction, and offer referrals, with
plans to expand nationally and support more than 110,000 people by 2024. Of the 47,500 screened, approximately 75% need
vision correction, including glasses to treatment for cataracts/trachoma.

Oral Route of Administration Holds the Largest Market Share

The trachoma treatment market sees its largest market portion through oral administration because this method delivers superior
results, together with simple usage and program suitability for extensive public health initiatives. The preferred antibiotic for mass
drug administration (MDA) campaigns across endemic regions is oral azithromycin. The systemic effects of these drugs reach
active trachoma patients as well as asymptomatic carriers, which helps stop disease transmission. The administration process of
oral medications becomes simpler than topical treatments because healthcare professionals' availability remains scarce in distant
areas. The oral route provides enhanced patient adherence because most treatments require only one oral dose for successful
treatment. The availability of oral antibiotics remains high while their cost remains low, and they receive support from global
donation programs, enabling their use across large populations. The combined advantages of oral administration drive its market
leadership because governments, together with global health entities, select this approach to achieve effective trachoma
elimination.



For instance, in January 2023, Pfizer Inc. and the International Trachoma Initiative (ITl), a program of the Task Force for Global
Health, an independent nonprofit, announced a donation of their one billionth dose of Zithromax (azithromycin) to support the
WHO-recommended S.A.F.E. strategy to prevent and treat trachoma.

North America Dominates the Trachoma Treatment Market

The United States is the largest contributor of aid for global trachoma elimination through bilateral aid, strong support of public
and/or public-private partnership mechanisms, and drug donations. Clearly documented high awareness, stringent disease
surveillance, and stringent Food and Drug Administration-approved treatments all work together to ensure that demand remains.
North America is also competitive for innovation related to the development of antibiotics, app-based digital diagnostics, and
supply chain solutions, further bolstering its positioning in the trachoma market. The region also participates in many global
health initiatives, and yes, it has strong governance compared to other regions, which can have more effects on the actions of the
states, which will contribute to overall health. Partnerships with non-governmental organizations serve to complement
government efforts, and North America also works together in external collaboration efforts through global health initiatives that
enable it to centralize the direction of treatment strategies while ensuring uninterrupted supply and production of medicines and
other essentials to remain a leading share in the trachoma treatment market.

For instance, in September 2023, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the Canadian Government announced a new
initiative targeting trachoma, an infectious eye disease and a top cause of blindness among women in disadvantaged, isolated
regions of Latin America. With a CAD 15 million (USD 11.2 million) contribution from Global Affairs Canada (GAC) to PAHO's work,
technical cooperation is being expanded to include the strengthening of disease surveillance and the scaling up of treatment of
trachoma for 10 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean, with the aim of reaching approximately 10 million people in 5
years.

Impact of U.S. Tariffs on Trachoma Treatment Market

[OTariffs implemented by the United States on pharmaceutical imports create substantial cost increases for essential trachoma
treatment medications, especially for azithromycin, which is produced internationally.

[OThe implementation of tariffs on active pharmaceutical ingredients and finished drugs creates obstacles to international supply
chains, which escalates both manufacturing expenses and drug procurement prices.

[OThe increased costs resulting from these factors place pressure on government health funding while diminishing drug donations
and decreasing the effectiveness of mass drug administration initiatives in trachoma-endemic areas.

[(OTrade policy uncertainties generate shipment delays, which lead manufacturers to avoid maintaining stable supply chains,
resulting in limited availability of treatments. Trade restrictions threaten global trachoma control initiatives because they make
essential treatments less affordable and accessible for communities that depend on them most.

Key Players Landscape and Outlook

The competitive environment of the trachoma treatment market consists chiefly of pharmaceutical companies focused on
increasing access to low-cost antibiotics and supporting global health efforts. Competitive growth is driven chiefly by deals and
partnerships with international organizations, drug donation programs, and investments in manufacturing and operational
efficiencies. The companies are also interested in innovations in drug formulations and formulations for the delivery of treatments,
and how this could provide the most effective treatments and improve drug compliance. Many companies have also bolstered
their outreach in emerging markets through collaboration, partnerships and public campaigns that raise awareness and expand
access. The future in the trachoma treatment market looks positive and stable, as the demand remains strong and expanding in
endemic regions and this should continue, especially from the global elimination actions.

In February 2023, AbbVie Inc. and Capsida Biotherapeutics Inc. expanded their collaboration to develop targeted genetic
medicines for eye diseases that have high unmet needs. AbbVie will use its therapeutic experience, and Capsida will use its new
AAV engineering platform to develop 3 programs. Capsida will receive USD 70 million up front, along with potential milestones
contingent upon the successful advancement of the programs.
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