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Report description:

The Public Wi-Fi Market size is estimated at 0.95 billion units in 2025, and is expected to reach 3.15 billion units by 2030, at a
CAGR of 27.03% during the forecast period (2025-2030).

With the growing push toward 5G technology across the developed economies, mobile subscriptions are expected to see
exponential growth. According to the Ericsson's report in 2020, North America's LTE subscriptions stood at 350 million and reduce
to 80 million by 2026 as the demand for 5G subscriptions is expected to gain traction. The 5G subscription in the region in 2019
stood at one million and is expected to reach 340 million by 2026.

Key Highlights
- As an end user in the mobile-driven world, for heavy bandwidth applications and client dense scenarios outdoors, the market
players are ever more reliant on a good Wi-Fi connectivity.
- Players have started offering emerging technology-enabled solutions, which will leverage the market growth of the outdoor Wi-Fi
technology. Companies like Grandstream Networks, a communication technology provider, has developed outdoor long-range
802.11ac Wave-2 Wi-Fi access points, which are equipped with the embedded controller and it supports centralized, scalable
management system choices like cloud hosted /cloud SaaS or a premise-based Virtual WLAN controller.
- These access points are also equipped with enhanced features, networking standards and protocols like MU-MIMO technology,
multiple SSIDs, band steering, dual-2.4GHz/5GHz radio bands, gigabit ethernet ports with PoE/PoE+,802.11ac, mesh networking,
802.11ac Wave 2, captive portal for enterprise branding experiences, client steering, and client bridge function.
- Juniper Networks is launching four new AI-powered, Wi-Fi 6-enabled access points, which will help partners address new
application cases being driven by the COVID-19 pandemic. The newly developed solution to Juniper's Wi-Fi portfolio target outdoor
applications for businesses, which are now operating remotely, and small businesses, which need to be mindful of costs.
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Public Wi-Fi Market Trends

Role of Government in Accelerating Regional Penetration of Wi-Fi

-  Governments across different geographies are focusing on public Wi-Fi penetrations to accelerate the adoption of broadband
connections. According to Ericsson, the global number of fixed broadband connections is expected to reach 1.5 billion by the end
of 2026. It also forecasted that 5G would see 340 million subscriptions by the end of 2026 in the North America region only. Hence
such growth is expected to influence the public Wi-Fi market's growth in the future positively. 
-  Players present in the market are boosting the public Wi-Fi penetration across regions, which is creating opportunities for the
market in recent years. According to Cisco, there are still approximately 3.7 billion people who remain unconnected currently.
14% of the United States households with school-aged children do not have internet access. This is something critical with the
current situation's distance learning movement. Cisco identifies this digital divide and actively working to bring people in rural
United States areas online in a different way. The company has taken its first step in addressing the issue by identifying different
barriers to ubiquitous connectivity. 
-  Governments, non-profit organizations, and enterprises are also coming together to push towards internet access for the major
population. Recently, Cisco Systems had worked with public libraries in the Arizona state to allow teachers and students to
participate in and conduct digital learning. In collaboration with the State of Arizona, Cisco seeks to expand public Wi-Fi access to
highly-required communities across the state, allowing people to stay connected during the COVID-19 pandemic. Cisco had
planned to install external wireless access points at libraries, where teachers and students can conduct distance learning, and
people can access the Wi-Fi from outside of the library building. 
-  In June 2020, the United States Federal Communications Commission (FCC) voted to adopt the auction procedures to provide up
to USD 16 billion to areas, which lack broadband services. This includes nearly 6 million rural houses and enterprises. The FCC
proposal also planned to allow low earth orbit satellite systems, those made by SpaceX, to take participate in the auction. SpaceX
was developing a low latency internet broadband system using low earth orbit satellites. 

Asia Pacific to Witness the Highest Growth

-  Increasing penetration of free Wi-Fi access in major cities and public spaces across the region boosts the growth of the market
studied. Public Wi-Fi access offers affordable, scalable, and versatile resources to facilitate the spread of internet access and will
play a major role as the countries like India, China, and Japan, among others, move toward 5G.
-  A recent ICRIER BIF study estimates the internet's contribution to India's GDP at about 16% or USD 534 billion by 2020. So, there
is a significant opportunity to be explored, as several investors are willing to invest in the region. According to Cisco's analysis, in
India, the number of public Wi-Fi hotspots were 0.06 million in 2015, and clocks to 4.2 million in 2020.
-  Earlier the country had proposed the National Digital Communication Policy (NDCP) 2018, which has set significant targets for
Public Wi-Fi hotspots in the cities and the rural areas under Connect India. This is creating a Robust Digital Communication
Infrastructure, which enables the deployment of public Wi-Fi Hotspots. This had a target to reach 5 million by 2020 and 10 million
by 2022. Under the policy, the country has chalked out the 'NagarNet' plan for establishing 1 million hotspots in cities and
'JanWiFi' to establish 2 million hotspots in rural areas.
-  The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) recommends a Liberalized Approach to Public Wi-Fi and the exclusive WANI
standard for inter-operability between public hotspots.
-  In December 2020, India's government had revealed the plans to launch public Wi-Fi across the country called 'PM-Wani.' The
three-tier system was aimed at offering last-mile connectivity and bringing India's population of approximately 1.36 billion online.
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According to the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, anyone can sign up to become a public data office (PDO).
They don't require to apply for a registration, license, or cough up fees.

Public Wi-Fi Industry Overview

The Public Wi-Fi Market is a moderately fragmented market with few dominant market players like Cisco Systems Inc, EnGenius
Technologies, Socifi Ltd etc having a small market share with vrious other companies in the market. The companies keep on
innovating and conduct research and development in order to retain their market share.

-  July 2020- Cisco Systems Inc. acquired privately-held Fluidmesh Networks LLC, a provider of wireless backhaul systems.
Fluidmesh's technology delivers wireless solutions for mission-critical applications, whether it is high-speed rail and mass transit
or large-scale distributed sites such as ports and urban environments where signal strength can be challenging. Fluidmesh's
solutions are quick to deploy and configure, offering customers a cost-efficient, low maintenance solution. 
-  April 2020- EnGenius Technologies announced that it has expanded its cloud solution with a wall-plate access point to meet the
demands of in-room Wi-Fi to connect the many wireless client and IoTdevices found in student housing, hotels & resorts, senior &
assisted living, condos and apartment complexes. 

Additional Benefits:

-  The market estimate (ME) sheet in Excel format 
-  3 months of analyst support 
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