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Report description:

Saudi Arabia Movie Market was valued at USD 584.04 million in 2024 and is anticipated to grow USD 950.25 million by 2030 with
a CAGR of 8.51% during forecast period. The Saudi Arabia movie market is witnessing significant growth due to increasing
investments, government support, and the easing of entertainment restrictions. The Vision 2030 initiative has played a crucial role
in fostering the expansion of cinemas and the production of local films. International film studios are also showing interest in the
region, contributing to a diverse movie landscape. With rising disposable incomes and a growing demand for varied entertainment
experiences, cinema culture is gaining strong traction. The development of state-of-the-art cinema complexes and the success of
local film festivals further highlight the country's emerging position in the global film market.

Key Market Drivers

Rising Cinema Infrastructure and Investments

The development of state-of-the-art cinema complexes and entertainment hubs has significantly boosted the movie market. Since
the ban on cinemas was lifted in 2018, leading cinema chains such as AMC, Vox Cinemas, and Muvi have rapidly expanded their
presence across major cities. The Saudi government, along with private investors, has heavily funded the establishment of
modern multiplexes equipped with advanced audio-visual technologies. This infrastructural growth ensures that cinema goers
have access to a world-class movie-watching experience. In Oct 2024, Saudi Arabia in September launched a USD 100 million film
fund aimed at attracting investments from global film studios to help fuel the kingdom's rapidly growing local film industry, whose
recent successes include "Norah," selected for the Cannes Film Festival in year 2024. Additionally, international cinema
companies have recognized the potential of the Saudi market and are actively forming partnerships to tap into its growing
audience base.

Cultural Shifts and Increased Demand for Entertainment

The changing social landscape in Saudi Arabia has significantly influenced the movie market. With a young and tech-savvy



population that constitutes over 60% of the total demographic, there is a growing appetite for diverse entertainment options,
including cinema. Relaxed social norms have encouraged families and women to participate in public entertainment activities,
further driving cinema attendance. As of October 2023, seven licensed cinema operators in Saudi Arabia managed 69 cinemas,
comprising 628 screens and nearly 65,000 seats. This translates to an average of 1.7 screens and 176 seats per 100,000 people.
The market has experienced rapid expansion, marked by a 19% year-on-year growth in screens and seating capacity, serving as a
key driver for the industry's development.

Moreover, the rise of pop culture, fueled by social media and streaming platforms, has contributed to a heightened interest in
movies. This demand is not only limited to international blockbusters but also extends to local and regional content that resonates
with Saudi culture and values.

Emergence of Local Film Productions and International Collaborations

The Saudi film industry is witnessing a surge in local productions, supported by the government and private investors. Films that
highlight the region's culture, heritage, and contemporary narratives are gaining popularity among audiences. Notable
productions such as The Perfect Candidate and Born a King have achieved critical acclaim and commercial success, paving the
way for a thriving local film industry. Additionally, international film studios and streaming platforms are collaborating with Saudi
filmmakers to produce content that appeals to both local and global audiences. The Red Sea International Film Festival has also
emerged as a significant platform for showcasing regional talent and fostering global partnerships.

Key Market Challenges

Content Restrictions and Censorship Regulations

One of the most significant challenges in the Saudi Arabia movie market is strict content regulations and censorship guidelines.
Despite the easing of restrictions in recent years, movies screened in the country are still subject to stringent reviews by the
General Commission for Audiovisual Media (GCAM). Films containing themes that conflict with local cultural, religious, or societal
values may face extensive edits or outright bans. This limits the types of movies that can be shown and discourages some
international film studios from fully entering the market. The challenge for filmmakers and distributors lies in finding a balance
between creating engaging content and adhering to these regulations without compromising the creative narrative.

Limited Skilled Workforce and Production Infrastructure

The lack of a well-established local film production industry presents another challenge for the Saudi movie market. Although the
government is investing in building filmmaking capacity and fostering local talent through training programs and initiatives, the
country still faces a shortage of skilled professionals in key areas such as scriptwriting, cinematography, editing, and production
management. Additionally, film production infrastructure, including studios, post-production facilities, and advanced filmmaking
equipment, remains underdeveloped compared to more mature film markets. This results in higher production costs and forces
filmmakers to outsource essential parts of the filmmaking process to other countries, thereby limiting the growth of the domestic
film industry.

Key Market Trends

Growth of Local Film Productions and Storytelling

The Saudi Arabian film industry is experiencing significant growth in local film production and storytelling, driven by an increasing
focus on culturally authentic narratives that reflect the region's heritage and evolving social landscape. With strong support from
the government and organizations like the Saudi Film Commission, local filmmakers are gaining the resources and platforms
needed to thrive. Notable films such as The Perfect Candidate and Wadjda have garnered international recognition, setting a
benchmark for future productions.

Film festivals, including the Red Sea International Film Festival, play a vital role in showcasing homegrown talent and connecting
Saudi cinema to global audiences. This trend towards authentic storytelling is not only fostering national pride but also creating a
distinct cinematic identity for Saudi Arabia on the international stage. As more filmmakers embrace unique, culturally resonant
narratives, the country's film industry is poised for sustained growth and greater creative contributions to global cinema.

Rising Demand for Diverse and International Content

The appetite for diverse and international content is on the rise among Saudi audiences. While Hollywood blockbusters remain
highly popular, there is a growing interest in films from other regions, including Bollywood, Korean cinema, and Arabic productions
from neighboring Middle Eastern countries. Streaming platforms have played a significant role in shaping consumer preferences,



exposing viewers to various cinematic styles and narratives. As a result, cinema operators and distributors are increasingly
diversifying their film offerings to cater to this evolving demand. Additionally, collaborations between Saudi filmmakers and
international studios are contributing to the creation of cross-cultural content that resonates with both local and global audiences.
Technological Advancements and the Rise of Streaming Platforms

The Saudi movie market is rapidly integrating technological advancements to enhance both film production and distribution. The
adoption of virtual reality (VR), augmented reality (AR), and Al-driven editing tools is becoming more prevalent, enabling
filmmakers to push creative boundaries and improve production efficiency. On the distribution front, streaming platforms have
seen explosive growth, with global giants such as Netflix, Disney+, and Amazon Prime Video establishing a strong user base. Local
platforms like Shahid and Istikana are also gaining traction by providing Arabic-language content and region-specific
programming. This shift underscores the necessity for cinema operators to offer immersive and premium experiences that
complement digital entertainment rather than compete with it, such as luxury screening formats and event-driven cinema
experiences.

Segmental Insights

Distribution Channel Insights

Television broadcast dominated the Saudi Arabia movie market due to its widespread accessibility and strong viewership across
various demographics. Local and international channels provide a diverse range of movie content, including Hollywood
blockbusters, Arabic films, and regional productions. With satellite and cable networks offering curated movie schedules,
television remains a preferred medium for family-oriented entertainment. Additionally, the introduction of digital TV services and
smart TVs has further strengthened the segment's reach. Despite the rise of cinema and streaming platforms, television continues
to lead by offering accessible, cost-effective movie-viewing options, making it a key pillar in Saudi Arabia's entertainment
landscape.

Regional Insights

The Northern and Central regions dominated the Saudi Arabia movie market, driven by the presence of key urban centers like
Riyadh, the capital and largest city. These regions benefit from advanced infrastructure, higher population density, and strong
consumer spending on entertainment. Riyadh's rapid urbanization has led to the development of numerous cinema complexes,
entertainment hubs, and cultural events, making it a key hub for movie screenings and events. The government's investment in
Vision 2030 initiatives further enhances the region's prominence, with a focus on developing cultural and entertainment sectors,
cementing the Northern and Central regions' leadership in the movie market.

Key Market Players

[OMajid Al Futtaim Cinemas LLC (VOX Cinemas)

[OSaudi Cinema Company Limited (AMC entertainment)

[[IMuvi Cinemas Co.

[(MEmpire Cinemas

OMBC FZ LLC

[OSilverGrey Pictures

[DAIMaha Films

[OFilmology Productions

[OCineWaves

[[Creative Culture Catalysts Co. (Telfaz11)

Report Scope:

In this report, the Saudi Arabia Movie Market has been segmented into the following categories, in addition to the industry trends
which have also been detailed below:

([Saudi Arabia Movie Market, By Genre:

o Action

o Comedy
o Drama
o Action



0 Others

[OSaudi Arabia Movie Market, By Distribution Channel:

o OTT Platforms

0 Television Broadcast

o Direct-to-Consumer

0 Theatrical Release

[[Saudi Arabia Movie Market, By Region:

o Northern & Central

o Western

o Southern

o Eastern

Competitive Landscape

Company Profiles: Detailed analysis of the major companies presents in the Saudi Arabia Movie Market.
Available Customizations:

Saudi Arabia Movie Market report with the given market data, TechSci Research offers customizations according to a company's
specific needs. The following customization options are available for the report:

Company Information

[Detailed analysis and profiling of additional market players (up to five).
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