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Report description:

United Kingdom vegan ice cream market size was valued at USD 100.3 million in 2022, which is expected to reach USD 156.3
million in 2030, with a CAGR of 5.7% for the forecast period between, 2023 and 2030. The United Kingdom's vegan ice cream
market has witnessed remarkable growth and innovation in recent years, reflecting evolving consumer preferences and a
heightened focus on sustainability and health-conscious choices. The surge in demand for vegan options, driven by an increasing
number of individuals adopting plant-based diets and seeking ethical and environmentally friendly alternatives has been a
significant driver of this market's expansion. Furthermore, the growing awareness of the environmental impact of animal
agriculture, coupled with concerns about animal welfare, has prompted a shift towards veganism, propelling the demand for
dairy-free ice cream options. This transition has led to an upsurge in investments in research and development, resulting in



innovative product offerings that closely mimic the taste, texture, and mouthfeel of traditional dairy ice cream.

Innovation has played a pivotal role in shaping the United Kingdom vegan ice cream market. Manufacturers have focused on
creating products that cater to dietary restrictions and deliver a pleasurable and indulgent experience. Through advancements in
ingredient sourcing and processing techniques, the taste and texture of vegan ice creams has greatly improved, alleviating
concerns about compromises in quality. Moreover, the emergence of novel plant-based ingredients such as oat milk, almond milk,
and coconut cream has enabled producers to experiment with diverse flavor profiles, pushing the boundaries of traditional ice
cream offerings. This has resulted in a dynamic assortment of flavors and combinations, catering to a broad spectrum of
consumer preferences. Packaging and sustainability have become critical focal points within the market. Companies are
increasingly adopting eco-friendly packaging materials to align with the values of environmentally conscious consumers.
Furthermore, incorporating superfoods, natural sweeteners, and functional ingredients has allowed brands to position their vegan
ice cream offerings as not just delicious treats, but as health-enhancing options. For example, in 2023, Over the Moo, an
Australian-origin plant-based ice cream label, debuted in the United Kingdom by introducing a selection of frozen bite-sized treats.
These treats comprise coconut-based ice cream pieces enveloped in rich dark chocolate in vanilla and caramel flavors.
Increased Availability of Vegan Ice cream Options

The United Kingdom vegan ice cream market has seen a remarkable surge in the availability of diverse and innovative
plant-based options. Responding to growing consumer demand for cruelty-free and sustainable alternatives, numerous brands
have expanded their product lines, offering an array of flavors and formulations. This increased availability extends beyond
specialty health stores, with supermarkets and online platforms dedicating more shelf space to vegan ice cream.

Introducing new plant-based ingredients and manufacturing techniques has improved taste and texture, making these options
more appealing to a wider audience. This expanding landscape appeals to vegans and health-conscious consumers seeking
guilt-free indulgence while driving positive change in the broader ice cream market. For example, in June 2023, Oatly, a prominent
vegan milk producer introduced its dairy-free soft-serve vegan ice cream to the UK market. The Swedish company initially offered
a sneak peek of their fresh creation to the British audience at the London Coffee Festival in April. The vanilla-flavored ice cream
boasts a comparable "cold, creamy texture" to traditional soft serve but is crafted from oats, ensuring it is entirely devoid of soy
and dairy components.

The Focus on Sustainability

Sustainability has emerged as a central focus in the United Kingdom vegan ice cream market, reflecting the broader
environmental consciousness. Consumers are increasingly seeking cruelty-free alternatives and products that align with their
sustainability values. This emphasis extends from ingredient sourcing to packaging choices. Manufacturers are sourcing
plant-based ingredients with lower environmental footprints, such as almond milk, oat milk, and coconut cream, and opting for
eco-friendly packaging materials to reduce plastic waste. Furthermore, transparent communication about sustainable practices
resonates with conscious consumers, influencing their purchasing decisions.

The market's dedication to sustainability enhances its appeal to ethically minded customers and contributes to creating a more
environmentally responsible and planet-friendly food industry. For example, Jude's, a UK-based ice cream brand, is strongly
committed to vegan offerings. With an aim to have 50% of its retail selection plant-based by 2025, Jude's, the UK's first
carbon-negative ice cream company, is poised for substantial expansion in its vegan product range.

Demand for More Innovative Flavors

The United Kingdom vegan ice cream market is experiencing a growing demand for a diverse range of innovative flavors.
Consumers seeking plant-based alternatives increasingly look beyond traditional options and are eager to explore unique and
exciting taste experiences. This demand is driven by various factors, including the desire for variety, culinary exploration, and a
sense of novelty. As more people adopt vegan and dairy-free diets, their expectations for flavor innovation are expanding. To
cater to this trend, manufacturers continuously push the boundaries of creativity, introducing flavors inspired by global cuisines,
superfoods, and unexpected ingredient combinations. This commitment to flavor innovation keeps consumers engaged and
contributes to the evolving and dynamic landscape of the vegan ice cream market. For example, in 2023, Magnum UK is
broadening its range of vegan ice creams by introducing new and enticing flavors. This expansion aligns with the growing
demand for plant-based options, catering to consumers seeking diverse and indulgent alternatives in the realm of vegan frozen
treats.



Impact of COVID-19

The pandemic presented a mixed impact on the United Kingdom vegan ice cream market. Initially, the market experienced
disruptions in supply chains, distribution, and retail due to lockdown measures and shifts in consumer buying patterns. There was
a surge in demand for frozen and comfort foods as consumers sought solace in familiar treats, but foodservice closures and
economic uncertainties temporarily affected sales. However, the pandemic highlighted health and sustainability concerns, further
propelling interest in plant-based diets, including vegan ice cream. As restrictions eased, online sales and take-home options
gained momentum. The market demonstrated resilience, leveraging its health and ethical attributes to recover and tap into
evolving consumer behaviours

Key Player Landscape and Outlook

The United Kingdom vegan ice cream market is undergoing a dynamic transformation, driven by shifting consumer preferences
towards plant-based options and heightened environmental awareness. Innovative startups like Northern Bloc and Fravocado are
gaining traction with their unique flavors and sustainable packaging. As the market expands, increased investments in research
and development are anticipated, aiming to enhance texture and flavor profiles, further blurring the line between traditional dairy
ice cream and its vegan counterparts. With a focus on healthier, cruelty-free, and environmentally friendly choices, the United
Kingdom vegan ice cream market is poised for continued growth, driven by both established and emerging players.

For instance, in the year 2022, NORTHERN BLC aims to achieve the top position among plant-based ice cream brands in the
United Kingdom. Demonstrating remarkable growth, with sales nearly tripling in the preceding three years, the company has
successfully obtained a subsequent investment of USD 1.48 million from Gresham House Ventures. This infusion of capital will
allow the company to propel its expansion more swiftly.

For instance, during 2023, Booja-Booja, renowned for its dairy-free offerings, has undertaken a significant revamp of its dairy-free
ice cream line. The acclaimed producer has unveiled a bold relaunch, presenting the trade with a captivating new appearance and
introducing four fresh flavors, cookie dough, mango & raspberry, deeply chocolate, and chocolate fudge brownie.
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