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Report description:

 The South Africa Pet Food Market size is estimated at USD 0.77 billion in 2024, and is expected to reach USD 1.47 billion by 2029,
growing at a CAGR of 13.81% during the forecast period (2024-2029).

Dogs dominated the pet food market in South Africa due to their higher population and large per capita consumption compared to
other pets

- Pet ownership is increasing in South Africa as more households are encouraging the companionship of pets. In 2022, cats and
dogs were the most popular choices, accounting for 60.9% and 13.4% of the country's pet population, respectively. 
- Dogs have a larger share of the pet food market in South Africa. Their strong market presence was valued at USD 431.3 million
in 2022. Dogs consume a higher amount of pet food compared to other pets, which contributes to their substantial market share.
The demand for premium dog food, including grain-free and organic options, is anticipated to register a CAGR of 14.6% during the
forecast period. 
- Cats also hold a significant share of the South African pet food market, with a market value of USD 61.3 million in 2022. The cat
food market is projected to register a CAGR of 13.2% during the forecast period. The increasing preference for specialized diets,
such as hypoallergenic and natural cat food, is driving this growth. 
- Although other pets, such as birds, fish, and rodents, account for 25.6% of the country's pet population, their market value was
only USD 53.2 million in 2022. This can be attributed to the fact that these pets are generally small in size and require relatively
small amounts of food. 
- The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a rise in pet ownership in South Africa, and considering the average lifespan of pets (8 to
10 years), the pet food market is projected to be impacted in the long term. The increasing population of pet owners and their
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demand for high-quality pet products will continue to drive the market's growth during the forecast period. 

South Africa Pet Food Market Trends

The COVID-19 pandemic and the increasing trend of cat cafes have positively impacted the pet cat population in South Africa

- In South Africa, cats have a long history of being domesticated as companions and pets. They accounted for 13.4% of the total
pet population in 2022. However, the pet cat population in the country is limited due to negative stereotypes surrounding cats.
For instance, the belief that black cats bring bad luck has impacted adoption rates, resulting in black cats waiting longer to be
adopted than cats of other colors in shelters.
- Despite the limited number of pet cats in South Africa, there has been a stable or slightly increasing trend in their population.
Between 2019 and 2022, the population of pet cats in the country increased by about 3.2%. This increase was largely attributed
to the COVID-19 pandemic, which led people to spend more time at home due to lockdowns with restrictive movement. As a
result, many individuals sought out pets, including cats, for companionship.
- The limited growth of pet cats in South Africa is mainly attributed to government restrictions. The Animal Protection Act of 1962
states that individuals are not allowed to have more than four cats on a residential property and not more than six on an
agricultural property, which limits the overall pet cat population in the country. It is estimated that around 1.7 million street or
stray cats are currently present in the country. However, most of the stray cats are not completely homeless as there are informal
pet owners. There has been an increasing trend of cat cafes in the country, where customers can enjoy a beverage or a meal
while interacting with cats. These trends may gain popularity for pet cats, whose population is anticipated to increase during the
forecast period.

Pet humanization and premiumization are driving pet expenditure in South Africa, particularly among high-income pet owners

- In South Africa, there has been a significant increase in pet expenditure, which increased by about 19.5% between 2019 and
2022. Despite the relatively slower pet population growth, overall pet spending has seen a noticeable rise. This can be attributed
to the country's increasing pet food costs. For instance, in 2022, the prices of wet dog food per metric ton witnessed a 10.2%
increase, rising from USD 5,647.8 in 2020 to USD 6,223.1. This upward trend reflects the willingness of pet owners to invest more
in high-quality pet food, driven by the growing pet humanization.
- From 2019 to 2022, South Africa experienced a 23.0% increase in expenditure on pet dogs and cats, while spending on other
pets grew by 8.8%. Pet humanization has gained popularity, particularly among high-income pet owners, who are driving sales by
opting for premium and natural pet food products. However, the COVID-19 pandemic had a significant impact on low-income
individuals. These individuals became more price-sensitive and shifted toward non-premium pet food products for their pets.
- In terms of specific expenditure, as of 2022, spending on dogs accounted for about 46.0% of the total pet expenditure, valued at
USD 417.5, while expenditure on cats and other pet animals reached USD 303.8 and USD 186.7, respectively. The pet food market
in South Africa is dominated by offline retail stores, capturing around 95.0% of the market share in the same year. However, the
rising popularity of e-commerce can be attributed to the high listing fees imposed by supermarkets.
- South Africa's growing awareness of the benefits of high-quality pet food and the ongoing premiumization are the factors
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expected to drive pet expenditure during the forecast period.

South Africa Pet Food Industry Overview

 The South Africa Pet Food Market is fragmented, with the top five companies occupying 31.85%. The major players in this market
are Colgate-Palmolive Company (Hill's Pet Nutrition Inc.), FARMINA PET FOODS, General Mills Inc., Mars Incorporated and Nestle
(Purina) (sorted alphabetically).

Additional Benefits:

 - The market estimate (ME) sheet in Excel format 
- 3 months of analyst support  
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