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Report description:

The United Kingdom Corrugated Board Packaging Market is expected to register a CAGR of approximately 5% during the forecast
period (2021 - 2026). Corrugated packaging is found in different styles, shapes, and sizes, depending on the application. Due to its
100% recyclability and cost-effectiveness, it is widely used in the packaging industry.

Key Highlights
According to the Confederation of Paper Industry, the United Kingdom, 3.9 million metric tons of paper and board production, and
5.3 million KSM of corrugated board production were done in 2019.
Corrugated board is versatile, due to which it can take various forms other than the box, and due to sustainability issues, it is
slowly replaced by flexible plastic bags. Moreover, corrugated boxes act as a perfect base to hold several types of printing
techniques. Due to this, companies tend to prefer corrugated packaging as a marketing tool. It acts as a mobile billboard, where
the companies do not have to spend additionally on marketing. According to FEFCO, the United Kingdom shipped over 2,147
thousand metric tons of corrugated boxes in 2018.
Furthermore, the corrugated board packaging manufacturers are directly collaborating with vendors to provide more agile and
customizable solutions. The Corrugated Case Company in the United Kingdom has partnered with Mjallen, Next PLC, Moores,
Radius Systems, and other clients to deliver its corrugated boxes. In 2019, it produced 16,346,155 corrugated boxes.
The United Kingdom has many corrugated board manufacturers due to the increasing demand for packaging in many end-user
industries, such as food and beverage, e-commerce, and paper products, among others. According to FEFCO, in 2018, there were
28 corrugated board packaging manufacturers with 67 production plants and 16,262 employees, in the United Kingdom.
With the outbreak of COVID-19, the demand for corrugated board packaging in the region is witnessing significant growth due to
demand for transport packaging of essential products, such as packaging for food and other consumer products, medical and
pharmaceutical and tissues, and hygiene products.
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Moreover, companies are launching new corrugated packaging products to meet the requirements arising owing to the COVID-19
crisis. For instance, DS Smith has developed special emergency provision boxes to meet the increased demand for safer home
delivery in the food retail sector, as the global COVID-19 outbreak is intensifying.

UK Corrugated Board Packaging Market Trends

E-commerce Industry Expected to Stimulate Demand

The e-commerce industry has emerged as a significant player in recent years. The prominent e-commerce companies, such as
Amazon, have been using corrugated board boxes for the principal packaging and rely on plastic packaging for individual items.
According to GWP Group, in the United Kingdom, e-commerce accounts for more than 20% of the total businesses, and 90% of
e-commerce orders are shipped in corrugated boxes. 
Furthermore, these e-commerce firms have benefited from additional savings by using corrugated board-based packaging.
According to a study, the corrugated board can achieve savings of 7-36%, depending on the box size and can manufacture boxes
with 30% greater stacking strength and crush resistance, while using lighter-weight materials for the bottom panel of the box. 
An additional factor that allows corrugated boxes to gain share from paperboard cartons is the introduction of e-commerce-ready
packaging that substitutes lightweight and easy-to-open cartons for boxes that can withstand the rigors of shipping. Corrugated
boxes used for e-commerce are more likely to be printed with high-quality graphics and customized to fit packaged contents in
order to save on costs and increase the aesthetic impact during unboxing. 
In May 2020, DS Smith launched the e-commerce packaging range to help SMEs gradually move to online trading. The company
introduced the Essential Solutions online e-commerce range to provide solutions for the most popular applications, including;
letterbox packs, an essentials provisions box, a corrugated tray replacement for recyclable plastic crates, and bottle packs. 

Fresh Food and Produce Industry Expected to Gain Significant Traction

The food industry is rapidly moving towards eco-friendly packaging by adopting corrugated board packaging solutions. The
increasing concern towards hygiene in food packaging has mandated several standards for the packaging industry and stimulated
the adoption of eco-friendly packaging solutions.
The EU Regulation 1935/2004 on food contact materials and Regulation 2023/2006 on good manufacturing practice (GMP) are the
laws applicable to corrugated packaging used in food applications in the EU. Hence, this poses several challenges in acquiring
hygienic and sustainable packaging solutions for the food industry.
Several solution providers in the market aim to provide solutions for the food industry to expand their market presence. For
instance, in May 2020, Softbox created a new plastic-free 100% kerbside-recyclable cardboard insulated shipper, for the delivery
of chilled food. The single-use low-cost parcel shipper is made from 100% recycled corrugated cardboard, using zero plastic.
Also, in June 2020, Cepac, a United Kingdom-based packaging solution provider achieved registered status for its Chiller Pack,
which is a corrugated cardboard composition packaging, designed for the transport of fresh fish and shellfish. It assists in the dry
transportation of fish and shellfish.

UK Corrugated Board Packaging Market Competitor Analysis

The competitive landscape of the United Kingdom Corrugated Board Packaging Market is moderately fragmented owing to the
presence of several regional players, and the rapid emergence of new solution providers in the region. Also, several global players
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are expanding their global presence by expanding their operations in the United Kingdom. The market players are also forming
strategic partnerships and collaborations to boost their market presence and gain maximum market traction.

October 2019 - Scottish drinks packaging firm McLaren Packaging and Staffordshire-based printed packaging supplier Swanline
Group, collaborated to create the sustainable energy facility fuelled by organic waste to power the manufacture of corrugated
sheet board. McLaren's GBP 5.5 million investment will facilitate carbon-neutral corrugated material for use at McLaren and
Swanline's manufacturing plants in Port Glasgow and Staffordshire. 

Additional Benefits:

The market estimate (ME) sheet in Excel format 
3 months of analyst support 
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