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The South African alfalfa hay market is estimated to register a CAGR of 5.6% over the forecast period.

Alfalfa hay is obtained from the alfalfa plant, which is commonly known as lucerne in South Africa. Alfalfa hay has become critical
to both dairy animal feed and poultry feed in recent years due to its crude protein content. Dependence on alfalfa hay for animal
feed may continue to drive the South African alfalfa hay market over the forecast period. Further, the relatively dry and warm
climate, good water quality through irrigation, and fertile soils in the Northern Cape are ideal for producing high-quality lucerne
hay.

Significant growth in the market can be witnessed in South Africa, mainly because of the changing production practices in the
dairy industry. An increasing number of cows are being raised by modern dairy farmers, who prefer using imported hay and
commercial feeds. The government is focusing on boosting the domestic production of alfalfa hay to meet this high demand from
dairy farmers. According to various research studies, feeding alfalfa hay enhances the growth of animals and improves their milk
productivity. Hence it is commonly included in the diets of lactating dairy cows as it is a rich source of protein and energy. It
ferments quickly, has a wide mineral profile, and provides the fiber required for rumen health and butterfat synthesis in milk.
Soth Africa has witnessed a shrinkage of grazing fields for animals. This is leading farmers to produce forgae crops (including
alfalfa) to feed the livestock so that even with limited grazing space, they can meet all the nutrition requirements of the animals.
The increased demand for forage crops is positively impacting the area harvested for alfalfa in this region.

South Africa Alfalfa Hay Market Trends

Increased Meat Consumption Boosting Demand for Quality Hay

Meat consumption is a major factor responsible for the growth of the South African alfalfa market. The meat market in the country
is primarily driven by the quality of meat products. Meat is the desired source of protein in major parts of the country. The



consumption of animal products such as milk, cheese, and meat is increasing across South Africa; this can be attributed to
increasing health consciousness among consumers who are cutting down their consumption of fatty and high-calorie foods and
shifting to healthy dairy and meat products. This increased interest in high-quality meat and dairy is aiding the alfalfa market in
the country.

Alfalfa or lucerne is considered one of the finest products in the international market owing to a good grading system in place that
was developed by the National Lucerne Trust (NLT). The high demand for quality dairy and meat products is increasing the
demand for quality feed, which, in turn, is driving the market for alfalfa, as farmers are choosing good-quality forage for cattle to
produce high-quality animal products.? The driving force for the booming dairy industry is the consistent adoption of technology,
which aids in managing larger herds of cows for scalable profit. This is likely to drive the general market for forage seeds that are
specifically used for feed, which, in turn, is likely to drive the market for alfalfa.

Additionally, the growing demand for meat and meat-based products, such as processed burgers and sausages, is anticipated to
have a remarkable penetration across the foodservice sector, prominently in the quick service restaurant (QSR) segment. This is
futher likely to aid the market during the forecast period.

Increased Global Demand for South African Alfalfa

South Africa's alfalfa (Lucerne) is known globally because of its quality and grading. According to the Comtrade data, it is
witnessed that South Africa exported 149.3 thousand metric ton of alfalfa pellets globally in 2021. It is also noted that the South
African lucerne is grade 1, certified by the National Lucerne Trust (NLT) under the National Lucerne Trust's new lucerne hay
quality index (NLQI), which is used to grade the quality of the lucerne depending on the amount of protein and fiber.

The major importers of South African alfalfa pellets are Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Botswana, Qatar, and Namibia.
South Africa exports most of its alfalfa pellets to Namibia. The demand for alfalfa hay is increasing significantly in Namibia due to
changing production practices in the Namibian dairy industry. Modern dairy farmers in both Namibia and across the world are
raising an increasing number of dairy cows, and they prefer using South African alfalfa in cattle feed. Thus, the rising global
demand for quality and protein-rich alfalfa hay from the country is expected to benefit the South African market in the near
future.

South Africa Alfalfa Hay Market Competitor Analysis

The South African alfalfa hay market is extremely fragmented; key players include AL Dahra ACX Inc., Hulmac Trading SA Pty Ltd,
Alphaalfa (Pty) Ltd, General Overseas Traders Pty Ltd., Cherangani Trade And Invest 102 (Pty) Ltd (Multi Feeds), Agritrade
Global(Pty) Ltd, Grains For Africa (Pty) Ltd, and RCL Foods Consumer (Pty) Ltd (Epol Equine).

Increased livestock farming has fueled the demand for alfalfa hay suitable for different types of animals. This has prompted
companies to invest in the development of new products in order to capture larger market shares. Additionally, companies are
broadening their product portfolio to meet the demand for alfalfa hay for different species of animals. Furthermore, as the global
demand for quality lucerne is rising, the major players in the country are at present investing in technology to ensure quality and
cost-effectiveness.

Additional Benefits:

The market estimate (ME) sheet in Excel format
3 months of analyst support

Table of Contents:



1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Study Assumptions and Market Definition
1.2 Scope of the Study

2 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

4 MARKET DYNAMICS

4.1 Market Overview

4.2 Market Drivers

4.3 Market Restraints

4.4 Porter's Five Forces Analysis

4.4.1 Threat of New Entrants

4.4.2 Bargaining Power of Buyers/Consumers
4.4.3 Bargaining Power of Suppliers

4.4.4 Threat of Substitute Products

4.4.5 Intensity of Competitive Rivalry

5 MARKET SEGMENTATION
5.1 Application

5.1.1 Meat/Dairy Animal Feed
5.1.2 Poultry Feed

5.1.3 Horse Feed

5.1.4 Other Applications

5.2 Type

5.2.1 Bales

5.2.2 Pellets

5.2.3 Cubes

6 COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE

6.1 Market Share Analysis

6.2 Most Adopted Strategies

6.3 Company Profiles

6.3.1 Alphaalfa (Pty) Ltd.

6.3.2 Al Dahra ACX Inc.A

6.3.3 Agritrade Global(Pty) Ltd.

6.3.4 Hulmac Trading SA Pty Ltd.

6.3.5 General Overseas Traders Pty Ltd

6.3.6 Grains For Africa (Pty) Ltd.

6.3.7 Cherangani Trade And Invest 102 (Pty) Ltd. (Multi Feeds
6.3.8 RCL Foods Consumer (Pty) Ltd. (Epol Equine)

7 MARKET OPPORTUNITIES AND FUTURE TRENDS



SCOTTS

INTERNATIONAL

South Africa Alfalfa Hay Market - Growth, Trends, and Forecasts (2023 - 2028)
Market Report | 2023-01-23 | 130 pages | Mordor Intelligence

To place an Order with Scotts International:

0 - Print this form

0 -Complete the relevant blank fields and sign

0 -Send as a scanned email to support@scotts-international.com

ORDER FORM:

Select license License Price
Single User License $4750.00
Team License (1-7 Users) $5250.00
Site License $6500.00
Corporate License $8750.00
VAT
Total

*Please circle the relevant license option. For any questions please contact support@scotts-international.com or 0048 603 394 346.
[** VAT will be added at 23% for Polish based companies, individuals and EU based companies who are unable to provide a valid EU Vat Numbers.

Email* Phone* | |
First Name* Last Name* | |
Job title*

Company Name* EU Vat/ Tax ID / NIP number*

|

Address* City* | |
Zip Code* Country* | |
Date [2026-03-02 |

Signature



Scotts International. EU Vat number: PL 6772247784
tel. 0048 603 394 346 e-mail: support@scotts-international.com
www.scotts-international.com

Page 5/5




